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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH CONGRESS 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates 1s Public Law 601. 79th Congress [19 16], chapter 


753, 2d session, which provides: 


t enacted by the Senate nd House of Representatives of the United States 


lome n Cong a em! i. Sa - a 
PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* *x " * * * * 
(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 
A) Un-American activities 
2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
1 time to time investigations of (1) the extent, 


(2 





ter s authorized to make fron 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
anda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
i her questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
re j legislati g s 


The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 











Clerk of the House if Hous session) the results of any such investi- 
jor wether with such reco ms advisable. 
For the purpose of a I ‘ommittee on Un-American 
\ { = Or any Subco 1ittee { f l ithorized to sit and act at such 
ind places v Uni or not the House is sitting, 
s recessed, or has adjourned, to | *h hearings, to require the attendance 
of suc 1 the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to tak ony, as it deems necessary Subpen: nay be issued under 
the sigi hairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
I y by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designa ich chairman or member. 





RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


* i a « * fe 
RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 
ress, the following standing committees 
7 * * * * * * 
q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
* * . » + * 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * * . 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

a) Un-American Activities. 

b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to ti ne, inve stigations of (1 the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (38) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or anv subcommittee thereof. is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member, 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1953 


Unirep Srates House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN- 
AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 10:37 a. m., in courtroom No. 1, United 
States Courthouse, Ninth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., 
Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde, 
Kit Clardy, and Francis E. Walter. 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Earl Fuoss, 
and C. E. Me Killips, investigators; and Juliette P. Joray, acting cler k. 

Mr. Veutpr. The subcommittee will be in order. 

Mr. Reporter, let the record show that under the authority of the 
House of Representatives I am designating for the purpose of this 
hearing a subcommittee composed of Representatives Kit Clardy of 
Michigan, Francis E. Walter of Pennsylvania, and myself, of Illinois, 
as chairman. 

Hearings relating to Communist activities in the Philadelphia area 
were instituted by the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
in October 1952. At that time the hearings dealt largely with the 
Communist efforts and their success in infiltrating into the vital defense 
industries in the Philadelphia area. The hearings which are com- 
mencing today are a resumption of those hearings and are based on 
investigations which have been conducted by the staff of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities over the past year. 

There has been some question raised particularly by the critics of 
the committee as to what right we have in holding hearings in the 
Philadelphia area and elsewhere. 1 should like to make it absolutely 
clear at this time that the committee is operating not solely on a right 
but more specifically on a duty which has been assigned to it by the 
Congress of the United States to ascertain the scope and success of 
subversive activities and propaganda both of foreign and domestic 
origin. 

The committee is, therefore, charged with the responsibility of inves- 
tigating subversion wherever it might be found relating to the United 
States of America. 

During the course of the hearings which will follow, the committee 
intends to call a number of witnesses who have, through the course of 
the committee’s investigation, been identified as either present or past 


2885 








28S6 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PHILADELPHIA AREA 


participants in a sub organization, the Communist Party. It is 
the hope of the committ n calling these witnesses that they will add 
to the infort mn already posses by the committee of the operation 
and tent o 1 (Communist Party as relates LO the Philadelphia 
are 

In accordance with the power granted me by the committee, I have 
given permission for the televising of these hearings. This permis- 
sion is given with the clear understanding that any such televising can 
be done only on a public-service basis. The committee appreciates 


the courtesy which has already been extended by the city of Phila- 
delphia and other authorities in the Federal courthouse here. We 
appreciat it mol than th Vv KROW lt has been a pleasure Lo be here 
so far and we expect 1t to be a continued pleasure to be here. 

\Mr. Counsel, will you proceed with your first witness? 

Mr. Kunzic. I call Dr. Bella Dodd Will she please step forward? 

Mr. Vi LDE. In the testimony you are about Lo vive before this 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Dr. Dopp. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF BELLA V. DODD 


Mr. Kunzre. Would you state your full name, please, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Bella V. Dodd 

Mr. Kunzia. What is vour present address, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. One hundred West 42d Street. 

Mr. Kunzic. In New York? 

Dr Dopp. New York City. 

Mr. Kunzic. You understand, of course, your right to have an 
attorney. I take it you do not have one here this morning and so you 
prefer to testify without an attorney? 

Dr. Dopp. My attorney could not be here this morning. 

Mr. Kunzrie. You are an attorney yourself, is that right? 

Dr. Dopp. I am. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you state, Dr. Dodd, a résumé of your educa- 
tional background for the record? 

Dr. Dopp. I am a product of the public schools of the city of New 
York, both elementary and high school. 

I went to the Hunter College where I received my A.B. I did my 
master’s work at Columbia University. I worked toward a doctorate 
in philosophy and then I switched into the legal division and went 
to New York University where I received a degree of doctor of juris- 
prudence. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you then give the committee a résumé of your 
employment background? 

Dr. Dopp. I was employed by the city of New York as a high 
school teacher for a brief period of several months upon graduation 
from Hunter Coll re 

I then became emploved by Hunter College as an instructor, first 
as a tutor and then instructor of political science. | taught at Hunter 
College from 1926 to 1938 

In 1935 I became interested in the Teachers’ Union movement and 
began organizing, on a voluntary basis, with the Teachers’ Union in 
1936. 
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In 1938 I took a full-time job as an organizer for the Teachers’ 
Union and became its legislative representative and State organizer 
for a period from 1938 to 1943, or the end of 1943 or the beginning of 
1944. 

Mr. Ciarpy. State organizer in New York? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, I became the State organizer for the State Federa- 
tion of Teachers’ Unions in the State of New York. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you continue, please? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, sir; in 1944 I became an employee of the Com- 
munist Party and was the legislative representative of the New York 
district of the Communist Party. 

As a member of the national committee I remained as a member of 
the national committee until 1948. 

Mr. Kunzia. As a member of the national committee of what? 

Dr. Dopp. Of the Communist Party. I remained until 1948. But 
my employment with the Communist Party ended, from a salary 
point of view, in 1946. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see. Please continue. 

Dr. Dopp. Since then I have been practicing law as a private 
entrepreneur. 

Mr. Kunzie. Dr. Dodd, I want to ask you: Have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, I have been a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Obviously you were if you were a member of the 
national committee of the party. During what years were you a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, because I was in the professional field, member- 
ship and working with the Communist Party kind of merged with each 
other. I didn’t become a member of the Communist Party until the 
end of 1943, but before then I had worked with the Communist Party 
from 1932 on, and by the time I became affiliated with the Teachers’ 
Union I was under discipline from the Communist Party, a voluntary 
discipline in many respects, but I worked with the Communist Party 
from 1935 in its inner workings on until I got out. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I ask a question, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Veuve. Yes, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You say you officially became a member at a certain 
time. By that do you mean that you became a card-carrying mem- 
ber? Explain that a little more, please. 

Dr. Dopp. Well, Mr. Clardy, this question of card carrying has 
been overemphasized in the public mind. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I know it. That is why I am asking the question. 

Dr. Dopp. Most of us who were professionally connected with or 
had some key position in the national organization were practially 
told not to carry cards. Some of us became members and some just 
worked with the party, attending its secret meetings, attending its 
fraction meetings, and attending its inner meetings without actually 
being members of a cell or unit. 

We gave contributions to the Communist Party at mass meetings 
or to one individual. These were not called dues so the question of 
the relationship of a person in a key organization or an important 
person professionally in the Communist Party never just depends 
upon card carrying, and I became a card-carrying member of the 
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Communist Party when I officially and openly joined the Communist 
Party and was put in as one of their officers. 

Mr. CLarpy. You were received in the circle without the card prior 
to that time? 

Dr. Dopp. As a matter of fact, I might state that I was a much 
more influential and important member during the years when I did 
not carry a card, influential as far as the mass organizations were 
concerned. I became more influential in the inner circles when I was 
selected to the national committee. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. Vetpe. Dr. Dodd, it has always been interesting to me as a 
member of the committee, and I am sure it has to the other members 
and I think it is interesting to the loyal American people to learn just 
how a person becomes a member of the Communist Party, to find out 
what is in a person’s mind, how he is indoctrinated, and I believe you 
can very efficiently and very ably tell the committee what was in your 
mind and how you were indoctrinated into the Communist Party. 

Dr. Dopp. People join the Communist Party for different reasons, 
but I think the large mass of young people both in the colleges and in 
the trade-union movements wee in other mass organizations are 


trapped into the Communist Party little by little and on immediate 
issues rather than upon the fundamental philosophy of communism. 
For instance, I myself was a young teacher in 1932. I had come 


back from Germany where I had seen fascism. | ce fascism was 
wrong and I am proud of the fact that I opposed both fascism and 
nazism at that time. But the Communists were very clevec in 
giving us two alternatives, which really were not alternatives. They 
put themselves at the head of the anti-Fascist movement. They 
said “We are the great anti-Fascists’” and since you wanted to fight 
fascism you fell into the trap of working with the Communists. 

In 1932 they fist approached me on the question of uniting in the 
ight against fascism, and since I had been to Germany and seen the 
terrible things they could do, I fell for the propaganda line of the 
Communists. I know now, as practically all Americans are begin- 
ning to realize, that these alternatives are false and propaganda 
alternatives, that actually the Communist movement is nothing but 
a more intensified kind of fascism, but at that time it was difficult 
to tell. I know now that every single drop of crude oil used by the 
Italian armies in fighting Abyssinia was sold to them by the Soviet 
Union. That was not common knowledge nor did they tell anyone 
that was what they were doing. 

Mr. Veutpre. You have mentioned other reasons why someone 
might get into the Communist Party. What were some of those 
other reasons? 

Dr. Dopp. If you are in a trade union, that might be one of the 
reasons, because the trade union is bedeviled with racketeering. 
The Communists say ‘‘We will cleanse it of the racketeering.” 

They do work very hard until they gain control. Once they gain 
control, they have no objection to anything, including racketeering, to 
hold onto their power. But you do not see the entire picture. You 
are attracted to communism step by step by the immediate issues 
which seem good in themselves 

Mr. Watrer. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question? 

Mr. Veutpe. Yes. 
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Mr. Watrer. The thing that disturbs me is that after all the mem- 
bership of certain labor unions is aware of the fact that the leader- 
ship is Communist and that they keep that leadership. 

For instance, recently in the election or the convention of the 
United Electrical Workers they elected well-known Communists to 
office in that union. How can that happen? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, it happens for two reasons. You put your finger 
on perhaps the most important single organized Communist group in 
America, which is the United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers 
of America. The leadership of that is a very strong party leadership 
trained in Moscow. They have a great deal of money and are tightly 
knit. The ordinary worker does not have too much time for politics 
in a union. 

He goes to work and if his salary is inadequate he maybe takes a 
job after work. Maybe he has home duties, but the Communists 
make a 24-hour-a-day job of this thing. 

When it comes to elections they are beginning to control who shall 
hold a job in these industries and who she ull not; people are frightened 
of moving the union leadership out of power for fear of losing their 
own jobs. 

May I add that some of our industrialists are not being very wise 
about the relations they had with the Communists because the Com- 
munists, as far as the industrialists are concerned, provide a leadership 
which provides stability for the industrialists. ‘They are perfectly 
willing to deal with them and therefore they work on the idea that the 
union is accepted by the industrialists. 

Mr. Waurer. Isn’t it a fact that some of the corporations in which 
the United Electrical Workers Union is a bargaining agent are satis- 
fied to retain that sort of a union because the leadership cannot be 
militant and the workers are not actually faring as well with the 
Communist leadership as they would with other leadership? 

Dr. Dopp. I am convinced of that, Congressman, but the people 
are not as yet. I know that when the Communists took control of a 
union they were militant as could be until they got control. They 
fought the racketeers and they fought bad conditions. Once they got 
control they spent all of their time tying the workers into welfare 
plans of the union, educational plans of the union, but seldom actually 
putting up the kind of fight which is needed for the improvement of 
economic conditions of these workers. 

Mr. Crarpy. What this is leading up to apparently is the fact that 
Congress perhaps should be giving some thought to further erecting 
barriers against dealings between Communist unions on the one hand 
and employers on the other hand. 

Dr. Dopp. I think the members themselves ought to be drawing 
some conclusions as to where they are leading the American people 
by dealing with the strong Communist unions. It isn’t the unions 
themselves, but the top leaders 

Mr. Cuiarpy. You are making it quite clear to me that perhaps 
there is need for some additional leadership that will make it apparent 
to even the dumbest of the industrialists that their relations with the 
Communist leaders of the unions can have nothing but bad effects. 

Mr. Wa tteR. Isn’t it true with respect to the defense contracts? 
Don’t you think Congress should give consideration to the advis- 
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ability of making it impossible to award a contract to a company 
that has relationships with a Communist-dominated union? 

Dr. Dopp. I certainly do. I understand that we sre giving war 
contracts for the manufacture of war materials to Communist unions 
in northern Italy. In other words, we are taking employment from 
here and giving it to Europe. Stuff is being manufactured and is 
being of great help to building up the Communist unions there and 
the Communist leaders in Italy are able to say to their workers in 
their unions “‘ Look, we got the work for you.”’ 

Mr. Watrer. You have been correctly informed and I have just 
returned from Europe and it isa fact. It is perfectly shocking to me. 
What we are doing is nurturing a movement which is inimical to the 
interests of the free peoples of the world. 

Mr. Criarpy. I concur with what you have just said. 

Mr. Vevpe. I concur with both vou gentlemen, But we have a 
lot of difficulty in identifying a Communist-dominated union. Who 
shall be the authority to identify a Communist Party union as such? 
Now in order to pass such a law we would have to have quite a bit 
more information. 

As an able lawyer and as a former member of the Communist 
Party I think you could give us some advice on that, 

Dr. Dopp. I think both the American Federation of Labor and 
the CIO and the Railroad Brotherhoods of America could, working 
with Congress, I think, find a formula whereby this thing can be done. 
Everyone knows which are the Communist-dominated unions, only 
everyone is afraid to put their finger on them. 

Mr. Vetpr. This matter I understand will come up at the next 
session of Congress in the Labor Committee, of which I am also a 
member, when it attempts to amend the Taft-Hartley law. 

One of the points is to amend it so that we can more effectively 
handle this Communist domination of the labor unions. We will 
appreciate any advice that you and also your distinguished colleagues 
can give us on that. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I think it will come up with my bill to outlaw the 
Communist Party when that is up for consideration by either this 
committee or your committee or some other committee. 

Mr. Vetpn. Please continue, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Dr. Dodd, could you please tell the committee what 
offices you have had in the Communist Party? ‘Tell us in detail. 

Dr. Dopp. I was a member of the State committee in New York 
from 1944 to 1948. 

I was a member of the national committee from 1944 to 1948. 

[ was a member of the State secretariat of the New York district 
which consisted of Gil Green, Bill Lawrence, Israel Amter, and myself. 

That was from the period of late 1943 to 1946. ‘The membership 
changed during that period but I was on until 1946. 

I have been a member of various committees of the party such as 
the women’s commission, the labor commission, the youth commis- 
sion, the legislative commission, and any number of other committees 
which arise. 

The Communist Party on the inside doesn’t have any rigid organi- 
zational pattern. It has committees which can be easily set up and 
taken apart. It is very mobile as far as organizational structure is 
concerned. 
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On the fronts of the party I served in many capacities. As a matter 
of fact it would be impossible to enumerate the number of committees 
initiated by the party on which I served. 

Mr. Kunzia. Explain a little bit, if you will, how these Communist 
fronts operate. 

Dr. Dopp. Well, the pattern I guess is about the same in all, but 
the Communist Party decides that a certain bit of propaganda shall 
take hold of the minds of the people. They set up committees and 
everything is geared toward building that line. Assume that they 
set up a committee to fight the Velde committee, the Un-American 
Activities Committee. They have for a long time. Then all you do 
is build up a number of seemingly nonpartisan people. For instance, 
you might get a college professor who is a party member but not 


known as a party member. He then sends a telegram to 1 or 2 or 3 
other professors and then they establish themselves as a temporary 
committee to fight the Un-American Activities Committee. To 


facilitate that they send out 1,000 or so communic ations to different 
names they have and ask such a question as, ‘“‘Will you join us to 
fight this?” And then they set up the committee. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would the Communist Party use a list of names of 
good, decent American citizens who were, shall we say, gullible or 
willing to agree to almost anything that would come to them, and 
did they use that list of names, if you know? 

Dr. Dopp. The Communist Party in its various divisions had lists 
of many people who had been sympathetic or who could be used on 
various Communist-front organizations. 

As a matter of fact, if 1 were put in charge of a committee to build 
the Un-American Activities campaign, 1 would be given a list of 
ministers, teachers, trade-union people, newspapers, writers, actors, 
dancers or what will you, politicians, people in public life. These 
names would be given to me and telephone numbers and addresses, 
and I would be free to go ahead and consult with them about serving on 
my committee. 

Mr. Kunzie. And these names would be given to you by the Com- 
munist Party; is that correct? 

Dr. Dopp. By some one person in the Communist Party in charge 
of that division. There is no centralized list of these things because 
they avoid centralization because of the danger that there is to it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question? 

Mr. Veuve. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is it the general idea through that apparatus you have 
described to then, by the mere punching of a button, so to speak, make 
it appear that all over America there is a concerted desire, for example, 
that this committee be abolished or that McCarthy be condemned to 
perdition, and so on? 

Dr. Dopp. You can set up a committee like that in a week and have 
the newspaper publicity for it almost immediately. 

You can have 500 names listed in a week of people who support vou. 

For example, you send a telegram or a letter saying: ‘‘Dear Professor, 
we are setting up such-and-such a committee. May we hear from 
you? If we don’t hear from you we will add your name to the list 

A lot of people, by reason of inertia, do not reply. Then the 
committee does publicity work and it appears in the New York Times, 
the Herald Tribune, and all the leading papers, and this would have a 
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tremendous impact upon the public, the publication of the list of 
names of 1,000 or 500 college professors all across the country. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Trying to create the impression of a storm of protest, 
whereas it is a temptest in a teapot? 

Dr. Dopp. This is what makes it so difficult to know what are the 
facts in the case. 

Mr. Water. I recently had my attention called to a committee in 
Chicago whose purpose it was to advocate the repeal of the McCarran- 
Walter immigration law. This committee is composed of many 
representative people, including 99 clergymen, which is the point that 
was stressed. What is not known, but I know it and can prove it, 
is that this committee is being financed by one of the oldest Com- 
munist-front organizations in America. Yet here are these 99 clergy- 
men lending themselves to this movement. 

Dr. Dopp. That is quite the usual pattern. You see you might 
have a committee which was set up by them, a front committee, yet 
which was so closely identified with the Communist Party that they 
can manipulate public opinion in that way. 

Mr. Kunzie. I would like to turn the discussion for a moment to 
the professional group. Were there such organizations within the 
Communist Party for professional groups such as teachers and other 
professional men and women? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes; the Communist Party was very, very keen about 
organizing teachers, professors, educators, the intellectuals, because 
these are the molders of public opinion and these are the people who 
make the shift in public opinion for the country. 

Very often it depended upon what period of history you were in 
as to whether the professional people became identified with the 
Communists or not. During a period when the Communist Party is 
in danger the professional people are more or less placed underground. 
As a matter of fact, one of the things we used to smile about—that is, 
those of us who became openly known as party people—was the fear 
the professional people had, the timidity they had, and we would 
constantly egg them on to become open and known Communists, but 
at the same time we would protect those who were important to the 
party. 

Mr. Kunzrie. Did I understand you to say that the teachers group 
was more closely knit and secret than others? 

Dr. Dopp. Teachers group and, for instance, other groups like 
doctors, lawyers, scientists, what will you, had their own separate 
organization and teachers particularly, since they were large in 
number, had to worry about the question of security and the question 
of losing their jobs, and they would be organized by themselves in 
certain periods of the party history. 

During the period of the extreme united-front movement, the 
teachers were to join in street branches under different names and 
to merge themselves with housewives and others, but most of the 
time that I knew the party the teachers had their own special organi- 
zation with just teachers. They never went to party headquarters 
and never went anywhere near where the party might be identified, 
but meetings were organized and held in out-of- the- -way places, in 
private homes. 

Mr. Kunzic. You know, do you, as a matter of fact, from your 
own personal knowledge in your position as one of the national 
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leaders of the Communist Party, that there were Communist teacher 
groups throughout the United States of America? 

Dr. Dopp. I certainly do 

Mr. Kunzia. Since it is obvious that the great majority of teachers 
in America are fine, loyal, and decent citizens, could you give the 
committee, if it lies within your knowledge, any estimate of the num- 
ber of Communist teachers that there may have been during this 
period of time or when you were a member of the national committee 
of the party? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, in contrast to the fact that there are 1 million 
teachers in America, or a little more than 1 million teachers at present, 
from my knowledge the highest number of Communist Party members 
that we had among the teachers was never much more than 1,500. 
That is a very small group, ~ you must bear in mind that in America 
there are only, according to J. Edgar Hoover, 25,000 party members 
at present among 160 million citizens. 

William Z. Foster in his book s says ery are 75,000 party members. 
But whether there are 75,000 or 25,000, it doesn’t matter. The num- 
ber is insignificant compared to er total population, yet we worry 
about the Communist situation. 

But the same thing is true about the teachers. These 1,500 were 
all strategically placed and were so instructed and so alert to the 
problems which the party wanted to bring forward, that you cannot 
count their number. You must see the intensity with which they 
work and the training which they had in revolutionary techniques. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you have any connection with the teachers’ unions 
during your period of time in the Communist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, my connection with the unions preceded my real 
integration into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. Could you describe, Dr. Dodd, in detail how a teachers’ 
union operates and your experience with the Teachers’ Union? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, teachers’ unions operate the same as all other 
unions. They are a branch of the large number and there is nothing 
wrong with teachers’ unions. I have known of some very effective 
work done on behalf of teachers by Teachers’ Unions. 

The difficulty arises that when Communists take over a teachers’ 
union they are not only interested in the economic welfare of the 
teachers but they begin to use the union for a political purpose, and 
that is where the real problem comes in because the Communists 
control the teac ‘hers’ unions which they do infiltrate. 

Teachers’ union just operate the way any other unions operate. 
They are part of an international organization. 

If you are familiar with the American Federation of Labor and the 
CIO and some of those which are independent, you will understand 
that they operate on the basis of affiliation with and support of the 
labor union and getting support from labor. Again I want to repeat 
that there is nothing wrong with teachers’ unions as such. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you have any personal connection with the 
teachers’ unions now existing in Philadelphia, particularly the one 
which has gone through a rather strenuous career? In 1940 and 1941 
it was part of the American Federation of Labor and was known as 
local No. 192. 

It is my understanding, and investigation on the part of the com- 
mittee has shown, that they later were ousted from the American 
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Federation of Labor and there was quite a hearing and I understand 
that a Dr. Dodd, which I assume is yourself, represented the Teachers’ 
Union at that time. I am intrested in knowing whether you did 
represent the Teachers’ Union and also whether this union employed 
or had as its representative a top Communist, yourself? 

Dr. Dopp. My first acquaintance with the Philadelphia local of 
the Teachers’ Union came back in 1936 when the American Federation 
of Teachers held their convention here in Philadelphia. I got to 
know some of the local peo] ple here who were in the Teachers’ Union 
I also began recognizing almost from the very beginning in my career 
in the Teachers’ Union that the New York local, the WPA teachers 
movement, the college teachers of New York, the Philadelphia local 
and a number of the other locals on the eastern seaboard were being 
manipulated and being guided and directed by the Communist Party. 

The history of the Philadelphia local which is almost the history 
of the local union, has had almost the same pattern. The reason 1s 
obvious. During the period that I knew it, it was led, guided, and 
instructed by the same people. 

Mr. Kunzic. Whom you knew also to be members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Whom I knew to be leaders of the Communist Party. 
They were very much concerned bee the Communist control within 
the American Federation of Teachers. 

Around the period of the Stalin-Nazi pact in 1939 there were certain 
other forces of the American Federation of Teachers who decided to 
fight the Communist influence and, whereas they had not had much 
success during the Stalin-Nazi pact, they had a great deal of influence 
in fighting the Communist influence and they began pushing the 
Communist influence out of office in the American Federation of 
Teachers and forcing them out of positions of influence and ultimately 
ousting them, expelling them from the American Federation of 
Teac] 1ers. 

It was during this period when I mistakenly thought that the attack 
was one upon free public education and I, with some help from the 
Communist Party, began to equate the attack upon the grounds as an 
attack upon public education. I merged the two and in merging 
them I gained the sympathy of many people not Communists and got 
them to help the Communist Teachers’ Union to get support in their 
fight against being ousted by the American Federation of Labor. We 
were ousted from the American Federation of Labor. 

Kunzic. The Philadelphia local was finally ousted? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes; and the New York local, too. Thereafter we 
remained independent for awhile and that was the Philadelphia and 
the New York locals, and the independent floundered around because 
the Communist Party at that time was shifting its policy into support 
for the war which we were entering, and during that period we were 
not eager to make any enemies or to attack anyone in the labor union, 
and the union remained expendable and the Teachers’ Union became 
almost extinct, became very small during that period. 

Mr. Kunzic. Why was local No. 192 of the Teachers’ Union here 
in Philadelphia thrown out of the American Federation of Labor? 
Was it for Communist activities? 

Dr. Dopp. All of those locals were thrown out because they were 
Communist-dominated unions. 
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Mr. Kunzic. And you as a member of the Communist Party at 
that time, testifying today before this committee, knew and now 
know that they were Communist dominated? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, as a person who was teaching in the Communist 
conspiracy at that time, I knew that they were working to try to 
keep the Communist unions within the American Federation of Labor. 

Mr. Vetpr. Can you give us the date that the Philadelphia union 
was thrown out of the American Federation of Labor? 

Dr. Dopp. I am not certain whether it was late 1940 or the begin- 
ning of 1941. 

Mr. Kunzta. I believe it was 1941. Then the group remained not 
affiliated for some period of time and finally became local No. 556 of 
the State, County, and Municipal Workers of America, ClO. They 
were finally accepted by the CIO; is that correct? 

Dr. Dopp. There again the negotiations for being affiliated with 
the CIO were carried out jointly by a joint committee of the Phila- 
delphia and the New York locals and we hoped we could find some- 
one and we shopped around for someone to take us into the big organi- 
zation. At that time we approached the CIO and they would have 
nothing to do with us. We asked for them to establish a teachers’ 
union and then we shopped around for the State, County, and Munic- 
ipal Workers which was Communist led at that time and they agreed 
to take the ousted local of the American Federation of Labor into the 
State, County, and Municipal Workers of America. 

Mr. Kunzia. This State, County, and Municipal Workers of 
America became the United Public Workers of America, and on Feb- 
ruary 16, 1950, the United Public Workers of the ClO withdrew from 
the CIO and became independent. 

Dr. Dopp. Withdrew? 

Mr. Kunzia. Withdrew, and I say that with quotation marks 
around it. Do you know why they left tne CIO? 

Dr. Dopp. That was the time that Philip Murray was determined 
to cleanse the C1O of the Communist-led unions. 

Mr. Kunzia. And you knew that that was one of the Communist- 
led unions, from your personal experience? 

Dr. Dopp. I certainly did. 

Mr. Kunzia. You knew that because you were with those people. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Teachers’ Union had gone through all these 
various committees and unions and national affiliations, and do you 
know as a matter of fact whether this is the same group of people, 
the same union as it was all durmg those years? 

Dr. Dopp. Well, I guess it has some change in membership but as 
an organized group it is the same. 

Mr. Kunzia. And it would have the same policy and the same 
leadership? 

Dr. Dopp. That I cannot tell you because I have not been close 
to it since I was there, but I would assume that it would. 

Mr. Kunzic. Dr. Dodd, what instructions would the party give, 
if any, to Communist teachers? 

Dr. Dopp. The Communist Party is not interested in unions per se 
just to improve the working condition of the workers, and that 
includes the teachers as well as any other unions. 

40168—53—pt. 1——-3 
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The Communist Party, in accordance with Lenin’s theory of trade 
unionism, is that a union is important not for its economic force but 
for its political force and political power. Therefore, the Communist 
teachers who really were Communist Party members would have to 
understand that their union would have to play a political role and 
they would push them into the position of putting forth and support- 


ing the Communist political objectives. 


As far as the teaching of the children was concerned, there would 
have to be certain ideology. The children would have to be taught 
in accordance with the directives of the Communist Party. If the 
Con munist Party directives are.to eliminate the private ownership 
of property, children would have to be taught in that direction 

If the Communist Party believes—and it does—in eliminating all 


religion and all belief in God, then the Communist teachers would 
have to promote the Communist Party program as far as they possibly 
dare to do so and of course it was a question of judgment as to how 
far you could go without getting fired. 

Mr. Kunzic. Can a Communist teacher teach children and still 
be free to teach them all sides of every question, major sides of 
questions? 

Dr. Dopp. It is absolutely impossible for a —— to tear himself 
apart and say “I am a Communist today but I am teaching geography 
or history tomorrow and therefore I will teach the non-Communist 
h story or the non-Communist geography. r 

You may ask, Is there a Communist geography to teach? Is there a 
Communist history to teach? The answer is obvious. A teacher 
teaches children. It is the things you say, the way you greet the 
children, the time you spend with them after hours, the books you 
recommend and the newspapers you recommend, That is where the 
Communist teacher is very clever in putting forth her ideology and 
making it a part of the pattern of the child’s mind. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question? 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. 

Mr. CLrarpy. We ran across a situation in Los Angeles where they 
even perverted the Mother Goose rhymes to promote the Communist 
Party line. 

Dr. Dopp. You would be surprised at just how some of the great 
heroes of America have been perverted to promote the Communist 
Party line. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Lincoln was a Communist, according to them. 

Dr. Dopp. They always quote from Jefferson on those things which 
promote their revolution. They seldom quote Lincoln’s great = 
messages but they quote those things which promote their ides 

It is time we recaptured our own national heroes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Before I ask the next question I want to make clear 
for the record that there are approximately 4 teachers’ unions in 
Philadelphia and we have been talking only about 1, entitled ‘The 
Teachers’ Union of Philadelphia,’ formerly known as local No. 192 
or some time later known as local No. 556 or the Jennings union. 
That is the only union we are talking about. 

How is a Communist teache rr suppose <d to act with respect to out- 
side organizations, membership in other organizations, and so forth? 

Dr. Dopp. It is the C ommunist teacher’s duty to join as many 
organizations as we possibly can in order to influence and to bring 
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the line of the party into those organizations. And this is partic- 
ularly true of her profe ssional oreanizs tions, Thus a teacher might 
be a member of the ¢ ‘omm inist Party, of her unis m, then of a broad 
professional organization like the Assoc iation of Mathematics Teach- 
ers or the Association of Social Studies Teachers or the Associatioi 

f Enelish Teachers. 

Then into as many of the political organizations to which teachers 
might bel mg and, if they are women, into as many women’s organ- 


izations as they can Thus one Communist Party teacher gets the 
save nt of io or 12 memberships and becomes not 1 person but 
10 or 12 different people because she operates in 10 or 12 different 
organizations. That is where the intensity comes in. in other 


words, she is not just a member of the Communist Party. She 
brings into those organizations the same program, the same resolu- 
tions, whatever the party pr decided upon, and it is very beauti- 
fully done. For instance, if they are going to support certain legis- 
lation they will bring this thing into 10 different orvanizations at 1 
time and you have the feeling that this is a spontaneous merger of 
public feeling. 

Mr. CLarpy. You mean one rotten apple can spoil a whole barrel 
of apples. 

Dr. Dopp. That is right. 

Mr. Vetpe. At this point we will declare a short recess. 

(Whereupon, at 11:22 a. m., the hearing was recessed for 17 
minutes. ) 

Mr. Ve.tpe. The committee will be in order. Proceed Mr. 
Counsel. 

Mr. Kunzia. Dr. Dodd, could you give us in more detail and explain 
to the committee just what is meant by the party line and by the 
phrase ‘“‘party discipline’ which you mentioned earlier this morning? 

Dr. Dopp. We have to be able to distinguish between party strategy 
and party tactics. The strategy of the Communist movement 1s 
world domination of all peoples of the earth. 

The party strategy in the United States is to make the United 
States a Soviet country. The question of how to reach that strategy, 
reach that objective, are the tactics and the tactics will change as the 
temper of the country changes. 

If for instance the country is very violently anti-Communist, the 
tactics will change in order so that some people will even say that the Ay 
are anti-Communists in the hope of pushing forward their ultimate 
objective. In a period in which the Soviet Union changes its foreign 
policy, as for instance during the time of the Stalin-Hitler pact, the 
tactics in the United States were different than they would be at a 
time when the United States was in alliance with the Soviet Union. 
The tactics should and are constantly being changed. 

The strategy is always the same and the Communist does not lose 
sight of the fact that the strategy is the same. The ultimate objective 
is a Soviet world. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question? 

Mr. Veupe. Yes. 

Mr. CLarpy. That is what Lenin had in mind when he said if it was 
necessary to kill two-thirds of the people to save the other one-third 
for communism, he would go along with it. 
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Dr. Dopp. I think that gives us an idea of how much in danger the 
peoples of the world are, not only spiritually and ments ally but also 
physically. The peoples of the world are in dreadful danger because 
of this menace. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you << that there is a lack of understanding of 
the problem from your own experience and from your own knowledge 
as a member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Dopp. Lack of understanding on the part of the American 
people? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes. 

Dr. Dopp. I do not think the American people are aware of how 
deep this thing is; how all-pervasive it is; how it has permeated the 
very marrow of our bones; and how sometimes we do not recognize 
the party line. We have got to understand the basic philosophy of 
this thing 

Americans have got to stop thinking about the immediate issues 
of this thing and go to the fundamental thing. It is a movement for 
the destruction of the life of the human individual. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Isn't it perfectly apparent that a great many people 
in the country expect the Communist movement to, in effect, erect 
neon lights to call our attention to it whereas as a matter of fact the 
Communists do exactly the opposite, they conceal and attempt to 
prevent us from finding out. 

Dr. Dopp. I was told by Gil Green, chairman of the party in 
New York State, that if ever communism came to America it would 
not come under the Socialist label or the Communist label but it 
would come under a label palatable to the American people. 

I said “What do you mean?” 

He said “It might be liberty or democracy or something of that 
kind.” 

In other words, they will hide themselves under labels which the 
American people will th ink are their own. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They define everything they do as a liberal move- 
ment, something in a liberal direction. 

Dr. Dopp. They will use words with a definition which you and I 
do not use. For instance, they regard themselves as the most demo- 
cratic. I was always told that the American form of democracy is 
only a limited democracy. The most perfect democracy is the 
democracy of the Communist movement and of the Soviet Union, 
so when they use the word ““democracy”’ they are obviously not using 
the same terms that we are using. The word is the same but the 
meaning is different. 

Mr. Ve.pe. There could be no question but what the membership, 
nume says of the Communist Party in this country is going down. 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover mentioned recently that there were only 25,000 
Communist Party members in the United States where several years 

go there were as many as 100,000 Communist Party members. 

“Do you wale ‘ve, therefore, and this question has been asked of me 
both officially and unofficially, do you believe, therefore, that we are 
making progress? Is there any need to continue the fight? Is there 
any need for this committee, for instance, or any committee of 
Congress to continue the fight against communism because the num- 


bers have been going down? 
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I am sure that some people, and especially those who have pro- 
Communist viewpoints, feel that 25,000 compared to 165 million 
people is so small that it is ineffective as a weapon to infiltrate us as a 
nation. 

May we have your views on that point? 

Dr. Dopp. I think America is in greater danger now than it has 
been, and the reason for it is that the spreading of the Soviet imperial- 
ism has increased the strength of the Soviet bloc. It is the lure of 
success, the lure of the bandwagon. Nothing succeeds like success. 

We used to have only the Soviet Union. Now you have 500 million 
Chinese and 100 million eastern Europeans under that. The fact 
that you only have 25,000 members in the Communist Party is not the 
significant thing, although it is important to reduce the actual number 
of people tied to them. 

The Soviet Union, when Lenin landed in St. Petersburg, had only 
23,000 members of the Communist Party. Yet, those 23,000 members, 
highly organized, highly centralized, well financed, were able to take 
over 180 million people of the Soviet Union. 

The same thing was true in Italy for instance in 1941. I would 
say that at that time you did not have more than 15,000 party members 
in Italy. You now have a party of 2% million, and the question 
arises as to what made it blossom out like that? Well, it is the strength 
of the Soviet Union, the increasing financial support which the Com- 
munist movements of the world are getting, and the fact that they 
are able to change their labels. 

You are undoubtedly aware of the fact that in Guatemala you have 
four political parties, all of them controlled by the Communist move- 
ment but not carrying the Communist label. 

So the 25,000 members here are only for the purpose of keeping the 
word “communism” alive, sort of an intellectual goal. But actually 
the number of people involved in pushing forward the Communist 
ideology is very great and I think it is not just a question of going 
after the individual party membe rs but as this congressional committee 
has done and the others, showing the people of America what this 
pattern is so that they can protect themselves. 

The fight is no longer around the individual members but it is a 
house-to-house fight and a street-to-street fight and a town-by-town 
fight. 

What in our town is pushing forward this Communist movement, 
what in our street, what inourhome? They are trying to pervert all 
of those divisions. 

Mr. Vetpe. This committee, since 1938 has, along with its regular 
duties to investigate subversive activities, another important ex officio 
duty and that is to inform the people as to what the Communist 
conspiracy actually is. 

In light of that we have huge files. We have sent out millions of 
copies of pamphlets and reports of hearings and annual reports and 
so forth. 

In line with that, would you say that the Un-American Activities 
Committee has made some contribution to the fighting of the Com- 
munist conspiracy? Iam not trying to pat myself on the back because 
this committee began a long time before I was a member of it. 

Dr. Dopp. I was one of the committee who fought the Un-American 
Activities Committee very violently for many years. I fought it 
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ise your committee was being very effective in disclosing things 
hich we did not want disclosed 

Mr. Crarpy. Mav I ask a question, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. \ ) ies, Mr Clardy. 

Mir. Cy yy. As I gather from what you say, Dr. Dodd, you are 
emphatically of the opinion that despite outward appearances, as 
indicated by a numerical decline in the number of recognized Com- 
munists, the threat is greater than ever today 

Now would you sav that is due largely to the fact that they have 
been able to enlist under their banner a great n any people who do not 
ven know they are fighting for the Communist cause and they have 
been able to whip up an almost hysterical feeling that this committee 
and other committees investigating it are deliberately setting out to 

roy academic freedom, to destroy the civil rights guaranteed under 

the Constitution? 
Wouldn’t vou sav that they have succeeded and are becoming more 
mply because they have succeeded in selling a lot of good 
eople totally false impressions and false ideas? Would you say 
hat is : fact? 
Dr. Dopp. 
America wou 
portant positions—and I do not mean just politicians but I mean in 
our economic system, politically and in our cultural society did not 
give support and even financial support to this thing. It is not just 
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s: ] think so. I think the Communist movement in 


| have been smashed a long time ago if people in im- 


} 
iq 


a question of the small peopl 
Mr. Cuarpy. The term “witch hunters” originated with the 
Communist Party. That is typical of what we all know. ‘Those types 


of phrases are being spread broadcast by a good many good people. 
Would you not say that is one of the most effective ways of blocking 
the Communists too? 

Dr. Dopp. The Communist cause is highly geared to propaganda. 
They understand it even better than Dr. Goebbels did. Propaganda 
is the most effective weapon in the hands of the Communists in 
beclouding the minds of American citizens. 

Mr. CLarpy. We ought to keep our eye on the ball, in other words. 

Dr. Dopp. The question of propaganda and the question of who is 
channelizing propaganda in America is something we should pay 
attention to 
Mr. CLarpy. The other day I read a statement by someone who 
said that the anti-Communist is more dangerous than the Communist. 
That is what I had in mind when I asked the question. That is 
promoting the line purely and simply 

Dr. Dopp. Let me say this to you on the question of anticom- 
munism: The Communists are not adverse to putting on a cloak of 
anticommunism if it serves their purposes in promoting the party line. 
They will smear all genuine anti-Communists and make them look 


] 
4 
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like Fascists or benighted people. 
MM You have talked about the party line. How is the 


party line spread to the teachers? How would a teacher get the party 


Dr. Dopp. There is no such thing as a democratic arrival of 
op! yn in the Communist Party. The party is geared and run by 
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Mr. Kunzic. Would you explain democratic centralism and how 
the part line is spread? 

Dr. Dopp. The dissemination of centralism and all programs orig- 
inate from the top, from the national committee, people from over- 
seas who work with the leaders of the national party They set the 
line and once they formulate the line it is sent down to the national 
committee and sent down to the State committee and to the various 
counties and finally it reaches the smaller committees and the indi- 
vidual members. ut those groups have only the power Lo accept. 
Because if anyone dared to challenge the basic line which had be n 
sent to them from the top that person would be isolated and ousted 
Irom the party. 

What they can do is to discuss how they will apply this decision 
which has been made on top in their own individual bailiwick 
lor instance, if thev are teachers and the line has come that we 
must now push the fight for mutual coexistence with the Soviet 
Union, trade with the Soviet Union, or the admission of Red China 
into the United Nations, the teachers take that line which came from 
the top and decide how they will promote it among the teachers, first 
among the Communist teachers and then among the union teachers, 
whatever unions they happen to be in, then among the mass of teachers 
and then among all other zroups. 

Mr. Kunzie. Let us make a hypothetical case. Suppose you are 
Dr. Bella Dodd and let us assume just for the purpose of discussion 
that vou are teaching history at Olney High School in this city. How 
would you, in your daily life, and remember you are a member of the 
Communist Party and you are interested in everything that has to 
do with the Communist way of life—how do you get the line? Who 
tells you? Where do you hear about it? 

Dr. Dopp. If 1 am a member of the Communist Party I may 
belong to a unit. If I am an ordinary teacher and not a leader, the 
unit meets may be once or twice a month. 

Mr. Kunzia. With other teachers? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes 

Mr. Kunzia. Where would those meetings be? 

Dr. Dopp. In someone’s home, in some out-of-the-way place, and 
if someone should happen to come in that evening it would be a 
discussion group. They would change the program. That is, if 
someone came to the house 

Mr. Kunzia. Accidentally? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes 

Mr. Kunzic. But those who came to the real meeting held at such 
a private home, they would be Communists? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes, and there is a chairman of the unit who has 
already attended a meeting before this one and who has gotten his 
instructions from the county leader of the party or from the State- 
wide teachers’ leader of the party. The organization will differ in 
different counties. He will either get his directions from the county 
party leader or someone in charge of the citywide teachers’ group. 
Tuey get it from the higher committee. There is a series of commit- 
tees going up to the top 

When it comes down to the ordinary teachers to discuss the ques- 
tion, the problem, and answer questions, there is already literature 


ready to help assist them. The question is how can we spread it. 
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As an ordinary teacher I can spread it by going to my union meet- 
ing and seeing that a resolution is voted on. 

Mr. Kunzic. This might be a union not necessarily Communist- 
dominated. 

Dr. Dopp. That is right. As a teacher in my classroom, let us 
suppose the question is the admission of Red China into the United 
Nations. I have a bulletin board with clippings and I begin putting 
clippings on the bulletin board which are pro and if I put some 
against, I put more of those that are pro. 

The children raise the question and I discuss it with them back 
and forth and with a show of impartiality and I weight the thing in 
favor of the line which I want adopted. 

If I am teaching history it becomes logical. I take a question 
such as “When do we recognize a country which has changed its 
form of government?” 

I show that there has been a legitimate effort after a certain period 
of time to recognize a de facto government. In other words, I show 
that as a normal course of relationships on international problems 
that we would recognize a country ot that kind. 

In other words, I try to make it as natural as possible for the 
students to accept the line I am promulgating, but I know what I am 
doing is promoting the ideas which I have. 

Communism is the total philosophy of life and if you believe in it 
strongly you carry it into every phase of your life. It is like a religion, 
but most people have gotten lukewarm about their religion. If you 
are a real Communist or a real Jew or whatever you may be its basic 
philosophy will affect all your dealings with people. 

So with communism; it affects all your thinking and dealings with 
people. 

Mr. Kunzia. You are trying to say that a Communist teacher who 
sincerely believes in this, has it as a religion, as you say, could not 
possibly not try to carry it into effect in daily life wherever he or she 
roes? 

Dr. Dopp. A Communist teacher is dedicated to seeing that 
communism is spread and that it becomes the successful form of 
government, in their life and in everyone else’s life. 

Mr. Kunzic. It has been said that a Communist teacher micht 
have some effect in a history or a civics class or a geography class but 
that it does not make any difference whether a teacher is a teacher of 
art or woodworking or mathematics. What is your opinion about 
that? Can a teacher have some effect? 

Dr. Dopp. As I said before, we teach children and not subject 


matter. You not only see a child in the classroom in which you 
teach, you see him in your offclass period and in his group relation- 
ships 


The best Communist teacher I know was a mathematics teacher 
because the social studies heads weeded out the Communists. The 
mathematics teachers are not expected to have those opinions. They 
served on committees to select textbooks, for establishing curricula, 
for mass participation of the students in civic affairs. They use it in 
every Way possible. 

Mr. Vevpe. Actually as far as classroom teaching and _ indoc- 
trination in the classroom went, it had very little influence, I take it? 
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Dr. Dopp. I don’t know if you remember some of your own 
teachers but I remember the teacher who had taught me. For 
instance, the teacher who teaches arithmetic, just by general remarks 
and the things that they said after the hour was over, the effect of 
that was very great. We do not just teach arithmetic and then run 
out of the classroom. 

Mr. CLarpy. Would you say that the point that you are trying 
to make applies with equal force to all professional people and for a 
still different reason, and that is that the people in the professions, 
the law, for example, occupy a little different position in the public 
mind so that their utterances on subjects other than that connected 
with their actual teaching or practice or whatever it is carries a little 
more weight and maybe a little more impact on the public awareness? 

Dr. Dopp. Certainly, the professional people are the molders of 
public — 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is what Ii had in mind. You would say that 
this is a powerful weapon in the hands of the Communists if they can 
get hold of those people? 

Dr. Dopp. If the Communists didn’t think the teachers were so 
important they would not have worked so hard to get us into it. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Isn’t that one of their prime objectives? 

Dr. Dopp. It has been and is important. Teachers are an extremely 
important group to them. 

Communist Party high-school teachers made a special effort during 
the war to keep in touch with their boys going into the Army. The 
reason was to give them an approach to the postwar peace program. 
The Communist teacher takes her responsibility very seriously. 

Mr. CLarpy. This program you are talking about is applied with 
redoubled force in Russia itself, at least every one of us who studied 
it knows that. Hitler used the same ideas of seizing the minds of the 
youth. 

Dr. Dopp. All totalitarian governments are essentially the same in 
that respect, how the state can control the individual. Hitler was not 
as successful as the Communists have been in that respect, however. 

Mr. CLarpy. And they are patient. 

Dr. Dopp. They have a long-range program and are looking to 
take hold of the minds of today’s youth in the hope that when they 
grow to adulthood they will be in a position to take over. 

As a matter of fact they are training the youth not for today but 
for the tomorrow which they expect will be a Soviet world. 

Mr. Vetpr. You mentioned that you fought nazism. I am sure 
that all loyal Americans did at that particular time, and now are 
fighting the Communist conspiracy. 

Do you have any way of comparing the techniques of the Nazis 
with the techniques of the Communist Party and its attempt to 
get control of the minds of the youth? 

Dr. Dopp. The Communists are of course an older movement and 
they have a body of literature which the Nazis did not have. The 
Nazis came to power sort of suddenly and had to write their bibles 
and books on ideology very fast. 

The Communist movement since 1848 has been permeating prac- 
tically the entire world. Karl Marx was not only in Germany and 
England, but here in the United States. Some of the first meetings 
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of the Communist International were held in New York and 
Philadelphia. 

Karl Marx wrote a weekly article on labor for the Herald Tribune 
in the 1860's 

From 1848 to 1953 is a long period of time. The one is really 
much more efficient than the other The Nazis j ist kind of stole 
from the most obvious techniques that the Communists have. 

The Nazis betrayed the individual man by the synthetic use of a 
mystical thing called the race. They said in the interest of a pure 
German race everyone was expendable who did not fit into their 
goal 

The Communists use another mystical thing. They teach a mystical 
thing called the proietariat, the race of proletariats, the industrial ciass 
will rule, and in the inte: of that everything else is expendable, 
farmers, professional people As a matter of faci, they make appeals 


to the youth and the minority notional groups which they played 


I think vou will find that the Nazi movement was nothing but a 


paper cariboard movement in comparison with that of communism 


as | is | iy an organize thing is concerned 

Phe Nazis, of course, in using the mysticai thing called purity of the 
German race did violence to most of us Americans because we under- 
stand th ere is no such thing as a pure race. We are a nation in 
Ame: witb strength > cause we have so many people, but practically 
all of us fall for the idea that we are part of the working class. When 
the Communis say all power to the working class, and 98 percent of 
us in America are the working class, therefore in the name of the 
mys thing called the proletariat they destroy the working class. 


Mr. Ciarpy. Don’t they say that the individual is as of nothing, 
1at counts is the group, the body, and that in the end is the 
state, so that to them the killing off of millions is only one of the things 
that just necessarily must be done and the fact that the individual 
suffers a horrib!e fate doesn’t affect them at all 
Dr. Dopp. The peoples of the world are not only in danger spirit- 
ually and mentally, but they are in physical danger of annihilation. 
{ was not aware of that when I was a member of the Communist 
Party would like to read to you from this book published in 1949 
called The Twilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster. 
On page 150 he says, ‘‘“Communism is inevitable in America.”’ 
lie dedicates it to his grandson who will live in a Communist 





Und Cin haptel! entitled “The Advent of Socialist \Man’’ on page 
150 of his box x. \\ I] am ZL I ster has the following LO say: 

Man vw free himself nder socialism, from the burden of weakness and 
disease that has nursed him for so long and which ich a distressing feature 
of Av Ss 

I ird foolish re jus taboos, will boldly 
ieee nopulati nrol both in respect to the size of his own individual] 
family and that of the number of people in the nations generally. 

How do they expect to solve the problem of population in the 

Fay ; 

ALLons rehnera lv? ilLOW ‘ e wy YON? QO solve © ( © 
n nerally H re they going t lve the problem of 
500,000,000 Chinese and 300,000,000 people in India and one- 


hundred-and-fifty-some-odd million people in America? 
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He goes on to say: 


The vital matter of the evolution of mankind is not one that can any longer 
be left to chance, especially a capitalist society is now having such a negative 


effect on the development of the species. The law of natural selection, which 
built the marvelous complexities of plant and animal species, no longer can work 
spontineousiv. Now the evolution of the human species must be done artificially, 


by the conscious action of man himself 


Mr. Ciarpy. That is what they meant when they said killing off 
100 million people would be a good thing. 

Dr. Dopp. There is no doubt in my mind that this is a program for 
reorganizing and rebuilding mankind, according to their own peculiar 


pattern. 
Mr. Kunzic. We hear a lot of discussion today specifically about 
academic mitomy and respecting academic freedom. Of course 


everyone wants to respect academic freedom. My question to you is: 
Does the C reve Party have any respect for academic freedom 

Dr. Dopp. The Communist Party doesn’t know what las 
freedom means. If a person criticizes the party or raises a question, 
that person is suspect. It is academic freedom for the Communists 
to say what they want to say, but not academic freedom for anyone 
else. 

Maybe you will remember the professors who raised some question 
of lin eu istics and ore netics. Those men have dis: ippeared from the 
intellectual and cultural life of Russia. And we are aware of the fact 
that many of the finest scientists and finest linguistic professors have 
been unwilling to accept chairs of learning in Russia becai se of the 
professor who disagreed with Stalin on what should be done with 
languages and what should be done with genetics. 

Mr. Kunzrtc. What would this mathematics teacher we were talk- 
ing about a little while ago and who comes to the meetings two times 
a month or so, what position would she be in if she disagreed with the 
line handed her from above? 

Dr. Dopp. First, they would try to cajole and convince her that 
she was wrong. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who would try? 

ws Dopp. The other party members in the union and the leader 
of the union, and if she still persisted they would probably bring in 
the county leader of the ( seen Party to talk with her. 
be to expose her and 


f 


ut if she persisted in it, the next thing would 
expel her from the nhl Sometimes that expulsion is very violent. 
Sometimes it isn’t. The more important the teacher 


the more violent 
the explusion. They wouldn’t worry about whether she lost her job 
or reputation and wouldn’t worry about charges. I have seen charges 


discussed against people which were just brutal. 

Mr. Kunzic. You mean discussed by members of the Communist 
Party? 

Donp. Discussed by the control commission, the disciplinary 

commission 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know whether the Communist Party has its 
own security system, its own detectives, its own shall we say spy 
apparatus to see that Communist members in key positions are not 
double-crossing the party? 

Dr. Dopp. The party functions with its own security apparatus at 
all levels, practic a. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Will you describe that, please? 

Dr. Dopp. When I was in the Teachers’ Union I was one of the 
official leaders of the Teachers’ Union. Yet the party placed, 
secretary to the Union or as the office manager, someone who was in 
the employ of the party apparatus. I never knew that she was a 
member of the Communist Party. I never knew that she was getting 
instructions and yet I was a member of the party also. 

In other words, they set one person to spy on the other. 

Also from the point of view of security I happen to know the person 
in the New York district who was in charge of setting up the Com- 
munist Party security apparatus. It is a government within a 
government. They have their own court system whereby a person 
violating the Communist Party code is brought for trial and punish- 
ment is meted out to him just as it would be in ” open court, only 
this is a private court. ‘This is the emergence of the new type of 
Soviet government which they expect will some day take over. 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you personally ever called before one of these 
control commissions? 

Dr. Dopp. During the period from 1945 to 1947 I was called before 
the control commission three times 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you describe that, please, as to what happened? 

Dr. Dopp. Of course, since I was a person they were a little bit 
afraid of because they were afraid to admit anyone really breaks with 
the party and because I was speaking in terms of really, being very 
upset by the things that were going on, they tried not to provoke me, 
but tine: y called me on the carpet for something I had said in a unit 
meeting. I said something about the new Cominform one night. 
The next day I was before the control commission. They wanted to 
know what I meant by it. 

Another time they tried to inquire into certain personal affairs, 
and each time I was not cleared but was told to come to a meeting at a 
certain hour and I was made to wait until I was psychologically 
conditioned and disturbed, and a lot of questions were asked of me. 
No decision was made while I was there but I daresay that the decision 
was reported to people higher up and those three hearings probably 
ultimately brought to the conclusion my final expulsion from the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Kunzia. I imagine, Dr. Dodd, that you have had the same 
experience getting out of the party. You stated that getting into 
the party can be a gradual process and I imagine that leaving the 
party must be in some way a gradual process of becoming disillusioned. 

Dr. Dopp. Leaving the party can be as a result of not paying dues. 
As a matter of fact, it took me years to eradicate some of the beliefs 
that I had because your whole philosophy of life becomes changed. 
Your attitude toward art and movies, your attitude toward friends 
and your family and your country is different. ‘That is very basic. 
It had to change from the time you leave the party until the time you 
become an American citizen again. My whole attitude toward my 
country while I was in the party was that my country was run by a 
group of people who were very interested in profits and were selfish 
and the only = \ing that would save this country would be the estab- 
lishment of a Communist society. Therefore it is only in the light 
of losing my belief in the Communist objectives which I now realize 
are fraudulent and are propaganda that you begin to realize what a 
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great value we have in the great Constitution of ours and the Bill of 
Rights and the rights which our people have achieved over the cen- 
turies which the Communists would topple over indiscriminately. 

Sometimes that knowledge comes too late. In my case I thank God 
it came within time. 

Mr. Kunzia. May I ask you, within your own knowledge do you 
feel that when you were a teacher you did influence students along 
the Communist line? 

Dr. Dopp. I would have been a very bad Communist if I did not. 
I certainly influenced students. I taught economics. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where was this? 

Dr. Dopp. At Hunter College. I taught from 1926 to 1938 and 
taught many generations of freshmen. I hope I am undoing some of 
the things I'did at that time. There is no doubt in my mind I taught 
a whole generation of students. Maybe I did not influence them 
enough so that they joined the Communist Party but I taught some 
of them to be disposed to accept the whole philosophy of the Com- 
munist Party. 

It always seemed so attractive because I was helping them to solve 
the problems of the people, the immediate problems in the framework 
that . nneeeaee wanted us to present to the people. 

Mr. ,inDY. You helped to undermine, I take it, the natural 
inc oe of the average American to be a good, religious sort of 
person? You undermined that more or less by the subtle methods 
that you described? 

Dr. Dopp. There is no doubt about the fact that atheism is part 
of the web and woof of communism and your general attitude is that 
since there is no God it is up to man himself to solve his problems. 
They place all the emphasis upon the fact that man must solve the 
problems by himself. 

Mr. Crarpy. Wouldn’t you say that the gravest threat that a 
Communist teacher may impose is that he undermines man’s faith in 
his God and in his religion? 

Dr. Dopp. That is fundamental to the entire Communist con- 
spiracy. 

Mr. Kunzie. Dr. Dodd, teachers then obviously play an important 
part in the Communist scheme of things. I would like to ask you 
whether teachers, intellectuals, are on the key positions, whether they 
play an important part in the higher realms or higher control? Does 
the party want top-ranking intellectuals in positions of control? 

Dr. Dopp. The Communists need teachers and intellectuals to fill 
the jobs which have to be handled by the Communists. They need 
them as experts in the field of labor, law, science, education, and so 
forth. The intellectuals are really important to them in order to 
create the leadership of the proletariat group. You may say “But I 
thought the Communist Party was a workers’ movement.” 

Well, that is the propaganda. That is the slogan, but actually it 
is the educated, the intellectuals, who were used in top positions for 
influencing the mind of the country. Behind the scenes they may 
have some power people from the international movement, but the 
people who promote the conspiracy are those who are put in key posi- 
tions. The professors, the intellectuals, are in a better financial posi- 
tion to help the party. 
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Holl vood f ra lon ‘time was a trem ndous source of revenue for 
the Communist Part 


Some of the doctors that we have in the Communist Party doctors, 


i , 
dentists are a tremendous source of financing of the party. 
Mr. Ciarpy. That is still true todav, isn’t it? 


Dr. Dopp. It was when I last had contact with the party. I do not 


Mr. Kunzic. In your personal knowledze were Communist teachers 
ul | to eet into unions and to attempt to gain control? 

Dr. Dopp It was the function of everv t sacher to join a union, 

iv the union which the party told them to join. There 

was a choice of two. The party micht decide to send people into both 
unions but it micht instruct certain special professors to have nothing 
to do with the Red union in order to preserve them for greater service 
o the partv. 

ir. Kunzic. At this point I should like to read into the record 
some quotes from a publication called the Communist, a theoretical 
magazine of the Communist Party. This is an article written in 
1937 at the time the Teachers’ Union was at its peak, an article called 
the Schools Are the People’s Front. This article was written by 
Richard Frank and some of the sentences I think confirm exactly 
what the witness has said this morning. I am now quoting from this 
nagazine of the Communist Party as follows: 


and particul 


at t immediately apparent to anvone who studies public edu- 

ca I e the fact that the publi Isvste s part of the state machinery, 
an? the fur n of the state machinery heing to subjugate the proletarian and the 
masses it , to the rule of the bourgeoisie, the role of the public- 
isystem cannot. bt lated from this general function of the capitalist state. 


Now on the next page of his article Frank says as follows: 


Because of 1 economic hardshi of their home life, the majoritv of the 
c! ren d yp» a feeling of hatred for the bourgeois public-school system. 
[his hatred develops that spirit of rebelliousness which is to be found in every 
public ool room 

The rebelliousness of the school children directed against a part of the state 

uchinery itself is something that Communists cannot afford to ignore. This, 
t r with their desire for knowledge and social life, must form the starting 


point for our work among the students in the schools. The problem is rather how 
to guide and direct that spirit of rebelliousness which already exists 


Then he goes on to make certain recommendations with respect to 
getting the students into the Young Communist League, and he has 
this to say: 

The Young Communist League must endeavor to raise the spirit of rebellion 
found among scl hildren to a level of higher consciousness by educating the 
students on the basis of their own experience to a realization of the class basis for 
the oppressive nature of the schools and to a realization of how the school system 
under a workers’ and farmers’ government would deal with the immediate prob- 
lems of the majority of students, imparting to them, with the utmost solicitude 
for their own interests, that warm and friendly culture of their own class. 


oo. C¢ 


And finally he says this: 


The task of the Communist Party must be first and foremost to arouse the 
teachers to class consciousness and to organize them into the union. 

Communist teachers are therefore faced with a tremendous social responsi- 
bility. They must consider not merely their own teaching problems, but the 
problems of the children. They must take advantage of their position without 
exposing themselves, to give their students, to the best of their ability, the work- 
ing-class education. 
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Do those quotations fit in with your personal knowledge of the situ- 
ation, Dr. Dodd? 

Dr. Dopp. Yes; that was the approach. The schools were to be 
instrumentalities of the class struggle and they were to train the 
young students in school as to what the class struggle was and to 
make him feel emotionally that he belonged with the working class in 
that class struggle, and | might say that this man who wrote the article 
whom I knew quite well was later taken to task because he had been 
too frank in stating this thing because it caused a little bit of embar- 
rasment, not because he was wrong but because he was too frank. 

Mr. Kunzia. I want to emphasize once more for the record the 
conclusions heard this morning are those of one who was a Communist 
teacher because you worked in this movement personally and therefore 
the testimony vou have given so ably this morning is from your own 
personal knowledge. 

Dr. Dopp. Yes. 

Mr. 1 NZIG. Mr. ( ‘hairman, as you know, we have vitally impor- 
tant executive testimony from Dr. Dodd and others given to us in 
executive session going Into greater and more specific detail on the 
subject. But that of course is for the committee and remains in 
executive session. 

[ have no further questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Clardy, do you have any further questions? 

Mr. Cuarpy. I have no questions, but I think there is one thing 
that perhaps we ought to emphasize, something that Dr. Dodd said 
at the outset, that the percentage of teachers who have been infected 
with this virus is relatively small. 

Would you not agree with me that in all probability the percentag 
is at least as low if not lower than that for example in my own pro- 
fession of the law or any of the others? 

Dr. Dopp. Certainly. I think the teachers of America, once they 
catch on to the meaning of this conspiracy, are going to be the great 
leaders in protecting America. 

Ir. CLarpy. You are not in any way attempting to indict the 
teaching profession or any other profession in the United States. You 
are merely pointing out the pitfalls and the danger and the 
possibilities? 

Dr. Dopp. The American teachers have had a great role in the 
history of America and they will again. I think that some of them 
mistakenly think they have to protect this conspiracy. Once they 
realize that this is a conspiracy which will destroy the schools as we 
have known them in the history of America, I think the American 
schoolteachers will come to the defense of their country. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you not acree that while this committee has a 
proper duty and function in exposing the machinations of the Com- 
munist Party and letting people see how it functions and what it will 
do to them, would you say that the real battle against communism 
has got to be carried on in two fronts, one in the school and the other 
in the churches? 

Dr. Dopp. That is right. Those two are very important and I 
think also on the industry front. I think that it is very important 
that our economic system become aware of this. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I appreciate that but the group that is going to carry 
the message are the others because this is, after all, a battle for the 
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minds of man. Wouldn’t you say that those two groups are the 
ones that are really roing to have to carry the real burden in this 
ficeht? 

Dr. Dopp. Plus the home, the fathers, and the mothers. Build 
good, strong homes, and this thing won’t affect us. 

Mr. Ciarpy. At least you will agree with me that they are impor- 
tant? 

Dr. Dopp. I certa nly do 

Mr. CLtarpy. Thank vou 

Mr. Vevtpe. Mr. Walter, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Warrer. I have no questions 

Mr. Veipre. I have no questions, either, Dr. Dodd, but I would 
like to say this, that the committee, and I am sure loyal American 
people everywhere appreciate the dignified and sincere and learned 
manner in which you have outlined the Communist conspiracy, with 
emphasis on the conspiracy in the field of education. 

We know it is an ordeal for you to appear and give the information 
which you have and we are aware of the struggle which you had within 
your own conscience in getting into the Communist Party and getting 
out, and we want you to know that we as a committee of Congress 
appreciate the efforts you have been making in the past and the e ‘forts 
we know you will make in the future to make America secure and safe 
from the Communist conspiracy. 

The committee will stand in adjournment until 2 o’clock this 
afternoon, 

(Whereupon, at 12:32 p, m., the subcommittee adjourned until 
2:09 p. m., the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


At the hour of 2:09 p. m., of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, the following committee members being present: Repre- 
sentatives Harold H. Velde (chairman), Kit Clardy, and Francis E. 
Walter 

Mr. Ve._pe. The subcommittee will be in order. Mr. Counsel, will 
you call your first witness this afternoon? 

Mr. Kunzic. Will Mr. Harry Fruit please step forward? 

Do you have counsel with you, Mr. Fruit? 

Mr. McCase. I am counsel for Mr. Fruit. 

Mr. Kunzia. Will you please state your name for the record? 

Mr. McCabe. Louis F. McCabe. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you please step forward too, Mr. Fruit? 

Mr. Veupe. In the te ‘stimony you are about to give | before this sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole 


truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Fruir. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HARRY FRUIT, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
LOUIS F. McCABE 


Mr. Kunzia. Would you give your full name, Mr. Fruit? 
Mr. Frurr. My name is Harry Fruit. 
Mr. Kunzie. That is F-r-u-i-t? 


Mr. Fruir. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzia. What is your address, Mr. Fruit? 

Mr. Frurr. 7134 Horrocks Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mr. Kunzic. I see that you are accompanied by counsel. Would 
counsel please state his name and address for the record? 

Mr. McCase. Louis F. McCabe, 1218 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia 
Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Fruit, could you please 
résumé of your educational background? 

Mr. Frurr. Yes. I was graduated from Central High School in 
Philadelphia and also from the University of Pennsylvania, from which 


| recelv¢ d the bachelor of science cdi cree in education, and the follow- 


rive the committee a 


ing year a master of arts degree. 

Mr. Kunziag. What year did you receive the master of arts degree 

Mr. Frurr. In 1935, I believe. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did that complete your formal education? 

Mr. Frurr. No; I spent a year in graduate work at the university 
aiso 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you give the committee a résumé of your em 
ployment background? 

Mr. Frurr. I was appointed to the public school system in 1936 
where I worked since that time, first in junior high school and then in 
senior high school. 

Mr. Kunzia. Where are you employed now? 

Mr. Frurr. I am now employed at Germantown High School. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. In Philadelphia? 

Mr. Fruit. That is right. 

Mr. Kunzia. What subject do you teach there? 

Mr. Fruir. Mathematics. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Fruit, are you now a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Frurr. No; I am not. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Fruit, have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

(At this point Mr. Fruit conferred with Mr. McCabe.) 

Mr. Fruit. I submit, Mr. Kunzig, that an answer to that question 
may forge some link in a chain of evidence that may tend to induce 
some Federal authority to institute proceedings against me, and on 
that basis I do not wish to answer the question. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are vou refusing on the ground of the fifth amend- 
ment? 

Mr. Frurr. I am refusing on the ground of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are refusing because your answer might tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Fruit. ‘he answer may lead to some chain of inquiry that 
might do that; ves, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. I wish to ask you this question, Mr. Fruit; were you 
ever an official of the Communist Party here in Philadelphia? 

Mr. Frurr. I am requesting the same privilege. I invoke the same 
privilege. 

Mr. Kunzia. You refuse to answer on the same ground? 

Mr. Froit. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isn’t it a fact that you were secretary of the West 
Philadelphia Club, section 8, of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Fruit. I refuse to answer on the same grounds, sir 
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Mr. Kunzia. This was in the vear 1945. Did you ever have a 
membership card in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Fruit. I refuse to answer on the same grounds, Mr. Kunzig. 
Mr. Kunzic. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. Fruit, that you had, in 1944, 


membership card No. 78347, and that in 1945 you had membership 
ecard 87642 in the Communist Party in Philadelphia? 

Mr. Fruir. I refuse to answer on the same ground 

Mr. Kunzic. To go on, Mr. Fruit, this committee has sworn testi- 
mon r oath to t] effect that 5 were in 1945 secretary of the 


I \ il} I ii xca”Uday 
West Philad Iphia Club, section 8, of the ¢ ommunist Party, and that 


in 1944 you had membership card No. 78347 and in 1945 membership 


Are we correct in that information, or do you wish to decline to 
answer on the grounds of the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Frurr. I refuse to answer on the same ground. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever involved in an organization called 
Crusaders for Peace? — 

At this point Mr. Fruit conferred with Mr. McCabe.) 

Mr. Frurr. I will refuse to answer that question also on the same 
ground 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you ever know a Sidney and Genieve Fox, 
husband and wife? 

Mr. Frurr. I shall refuse to answer that question on the same 
errounds 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever attend Communist Party meetings held 
at the home of the Foxes here in Philadelphia? 

Mr. Fruir. I refuse to answer on the same ground. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, the committee is in possession of 
sworn testimony that these meetings took place and that the witness 
attended these meetings. 

Sidney Fox was a Philadelphia teacher at Benjamin Franklin High 
School. He resigned, interestingly enough, the day before the Penn- 
svlvania Lovaltys (ct went into effect 

Have vou been active in the Teachers’ Union here in Philadelphia, 
Mr. Fruit? 

At this point Mr. Fruit conferred with Mr. McCabe.) 

Mr. Kunzic. I mean the group that used to be local No. 192 and 


later beeame local No. 556 and is now known as the Teachers’ Union 
of Philadelphia with its total of some 197 members. This group has 
headquarters at 13 South 21st Street in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Frurr. Mr. Chairman, in view of the nature of the preceding 
questions that have been put to me and the attendant publicity 
regarding it, appearing in the newspapers and so forth, I am going to 
invoke the same privilece with revard to the Teachers’ Union as well. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are not referring to publicity that mentions you 
by name, I take it? 

Mr. Frurr. No. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The reason I say that is that we have released no 
information and it is our policy never to identify those who have 
been subpenaed and those who are under investigation and who may 
possibly appear under subpena, and I want to be sure that you are 
not implying that we had in any way released any unfavorable 
publicity? 
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Mr. Frurr, Not as an individual, but simply as a member of a 
eToup. 

Mr. Cuarpy. | wanted to be certain on the specific point. 

Mr. Kunzia. | think it is obvious that the witness is not going to 
answer any questions concerning his background in this field and I 
respectfully submit that I have no further questions to go into at 
this time 

Mr. Ctarpy. Witness, you sa 


t 


l, and [ am not challenging at all, 
that you are not today a member of the Communist Party. Would 
you give us the date when you severed any connection with it? 

At this point Mr. Fruit conferred with Mr. McCabe 

Mr. Frurr. Mr. Clardy, it is obvious that in answering any such 
question I would be giving you the sort of information that I have not 
been wanting to, and therefore I am going to invoke the same privilege. 

Mir. Crarpy. Let us get at it this way then; were you a member of 
the Communist Party prior to the time that a subpena was served 
upon you by this committee? 

(At this point Mr. Fruit conferred with Mr. McCabe.) 

Mr. Frurr. I will decline to answer that question. 

Mr. CLtarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party yes- 
terday? 

Mr. Frurr. No; I was not. 

Mr. CLarpy. Were you a month ago today? 

Mr. Frurr. Mr. Clardy, I signed a loyalty oath in good faith. 

Mr. Cuarpy. When? 

Mr. Fruit. I believe it was in 1952. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well then, is it fair to say that at the time you 
signed the loyalty oath you were not then a member of the party? 

Mr. Frurr. That is true. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you a member of the party within, say, 6 
months prior to the date you signed that loyalty oath? 

Mr. Frurr. I will have to invoke the privilege on that. 

Mr. CLarpy. Will you come down to one day before you signed the 
loyalty oath and tell us whether you were a member one day before 
you signed the loyalty oath? 

Mr. Frurr. I am invoking the privilege on that as well. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We are trying merely to discover when the period 
started that you were definitely not a member, and that is our chief 
concern. 

Mr. Frurr. You are assuming from my answers to your questions 
that I was a member, and that is your own assumption. I simply 
have refused to answer questions pertaining to that, and therefore 
you may draw your own conclusions 

Mr CLARDY Well, ve have obviously sworn testimony dealing 
with that subject and have asked you those questions and [ am 
trying my best to find out how long for certain you have not been a 
member. If you are not willing to give us any more information, 
then there is no need, of course, of our pursuing this, but I gather vou 
do not want us to go into your background in that connection at all? 

Mr. Fruit. I will invoke the same privilege on any such question. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you have any further questions, Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Ciarpy. No further questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Walter? 
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Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. I have no questions. We had been hopeful that you 
would come before this committee and give us information relating 
to Communist activities in this area. You have heard the witness 
this morning and I am sure you realize and I am sure I realize how 
difficult it is to break away from the ideology or the belief that you 
formerly had. 

[ personally would appreciate it very much, and I am sure the 
committee would, too, if you soni think this matter over in your own 
mi id al d, if at some future date you do decide to come forth and 
answer the questions that are asked of you relative to the Communist 
Party activities, It wou d be a oTeat thi 1o for the Congress of the 
United States and the people of this country to aid in fighting the 
Communist conspir cy. 

The witness is excused. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Kunzia. I call Mr. Louis Ivens. 

Mr. Leviran. My name is A. Harry Levitan. My client has certain 
objections with respect to ~ lights and the loudspeaker. 

Mr. Vetpr. You will abide by the rules of this committee and of 
course you are not ad to speak before the committee. 

Mr. Leviran. The unfortunate thing is that if I leave it to my 
client to make this application, my client is proceeding 

Mr. Ciarpy. Counsel, you are out of order. Will you remain 
seated until you are addressed. 

Mr. Levitan. My client is— 

Mr. Vevpe. In the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Ivens. I do. 





TESTIMONY OF LOUIS IVENS, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
A. HARRY LEVITAN 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name? 

Mr. Ivens. May I make my objection? I am very willing to 
testify before this committee. However, television and broadcasting 
and newsreel cameras upset me and make it impossible for me to 
answer your questions in a truthful, calm, considered manner. I 
therefore request that these things be turned off during my testimony. 

Mr. Vexipe. It has been the rule that where a witness has refused 
to testify under the lights of the television and the lights of the news- 
reel cameras because it would confuse him, that those lights be turned 
off. The television and newsreel camera lights will now be turned 
off, please. 

Do you have any further objections? 

v3 Ivens. No broadcasting. 

*.CLarpy. It has never been the rule, Mr. Chairman, that I know 
of that the witness can raise that objection and I think that is going a 
little too far. 

Mr. Vener. I think that we must now go ahead because it has been 
the policy of the committee to allow broadcasting. 

Mr. Leviran. Will - committee hear me, sir? 

Mr. Vreitpn. No; we cannot hear counsel. You know the rules of 
the committee that s lion you to appear with your client and give you 
the right to give him your legal opinion on his constitutional rights, 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Am IL right, counsel, that copies of the rules of the com- 
mittee were served upon the attorneys representing the defendants in 
every case. 

Mr. Kunzia. They were supposed to be served on everyone. I did 
not serve them personally. They were served upon the witness. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I had understood someone to say that the attorneys 
had also been civen copies, 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name? 

Mr. Ivens. Louis Ivens. 

Mr. Leviran. Will you forgive me while I consult with him with 
reference to his wishes regarding broadcasting? 

Mr. Kunaia. Yes. 

Mr. Ivens. I request that no pictures of any kind be taken. I do 
not want any flashes in my eyes while I am testifying. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your home address, please? 

Mr. Ivens. 5314 Lebanon Avenue in this city. 

Mr. Kunzia. You are a teacher where, sir? 

Mr. Ivens. At the Stetson Junior High School. 

Mr. Kunzic. What do you teach there? 

Mr. Ivens. Social studies. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background? 

Mr. Ivens. I graduated in this city from Northeast High School 
with highest honors throughout my high school career. I was an 
excellent student. 

I went to Temple University where I received my bachelor of 
science in education. 

Mr. Kunzia. What year did you graduate from Temple? 

Mr. Ivens. In February 1949 and at that time, upon taking neces- 
sary examinations, I was employed by the school district of Phila- 
delphia. 

Mr. Kunzia. Have you been employed there ever since? 

Mr. Ivens. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, Mr. Ivens, in giving the committee a résumé 
of your employment background, it has been the school system of 
Philadelphia the entire time? 

Mr. Ivens. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. When you were at Temple University, were you a 
member of the Temple Club of the Communist Party of eastern 
Pennsylvania and Delaware? 

Mr. Ivens. I would like to answer that question in this way; first, 
under the first amendment I do not think that this committee should 
inquire into my private associations. I think, according to the first 
amendment of the Constitution and as to my own understanding, 
freedom of association has long been an American tradition. It has 
been one of the cornerstones of our liberty and freedom, and I feel 
that I should not answer questions about my past associations, my 
private associations, my beliefs, or my thoughts during that period. 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. And also in addition to that I would also refuse to 
answer that question by invoking the fifth amendment. I do not 
intend to answer any questions which might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you think they would? 

Mr. Ivens. Sir, I have answered the question. 
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Mr. Ciarvy. Do you think it would incriminate you to answer 
questions regardins your past Communist Party activities? 
Ir. Ivens. I have invoked the fifth amendment. I do not intend 
to answer questions which might tend to incriminate me. 
Mr. Crarpy. And you are invoking it in refusing to answer the 
question which I just propounded? 


Mr. Ivens. That is correct 

Mr. Kunzia. Would counsel please identify himself? 

Mr. Leviran. My name is A. Harry Levitan, 1412 Fox Building, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

Ail A, 7iltl >» 

Mr. Kunzia. This committee is in possession of sworn testimony 


that you were a member of Temple Club of the Communist Party 
of eastern Pennsylvania and Delawa 

The committee is also In possession of sworn testimony that in 
July of 1947 you held the position of district press director of the 
Communist Party of eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Ivens. Sir, if you have sworn testimony then I believe the 
committee should presi nt it with the people who have signed it. 

Mr. Kunzia. |] aston asked you the question, Were you the district 
press director of the Communist Party of eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware in July 1947? 

Mr. Ivens. Sir, I would again like to request that you bring those 
ple here so that I can ask them questions. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed 
answer the question. 

Mr. Veipe. Yes, you are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Ive I refuse to answer the question for the same reason. 

Mr. ca nziG. The committee has sworn testimony that in 1948 
you were a member of section 6 of the Conmunist Party of eastern 
| 


) 


POSS ? 


ania and Delaware; is that correct? 

Mr. Ivens. I would like to repeat again concerning sworn testi- 
mony that it be presented, showing those who have signed it and 
that they be presented before the public here. 

Mr. Cuarpy. | ask again that he be directed to answer the question, 
Mr. Chair.nan 

Mr. Vevpe. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Ivens. I invoke the fifth amendment and also in relation to 
the first am: ndment I would like to say once again that it has always 
been n y belief that the committee should not inquire into the personal 
beliefs or political opinions or ideas or associations of American citizens, 
and | maintain that position at this time. 

Mr. Vetpr. May | explain to you the duty that is imposed upon us 
by the House of Re presentatives, that is to investigate and determine 
the facts concerning Communist and other subversive propaganda in 
the United States, whether it be of foreign or domestic origin, to 
report the information we so obtain to the House of Representatives 
for the purposes of remedial legislation to prevent the destruction of 
our American constitutional form of government by the Soviet 
Union or any other foreign country. 

You were called here as a witness to assist us in the work that we 
are trying to do. You could have been of great benefit, I am sure. 
You are the witness today, and what you have to tell us is a matter of 
your own choosing. If you do not want to tell us you will be allowed 
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to continue answering or refusing to answer on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment or any other amendment you so choose. 


he committee would deeply appreciate it if you would consider 
our request to give this information concerning Communist Party 
ctivities in this area 

Mr. Ivens. May I make a point, please? I am not a Communist. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you ever been one? 

Mr. Ivens May I finish my statement? 

Mr. Cuarpy. No. Just answer that question. Have you ever 
been « he ? 


Mr. Ivens. | refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

But I would like to finish a statement in respect to the chairman’s 
words a few moments act 

i stated I was not a Communist A coup! of years ago I also 


sioned the | yvalty oath of Pennsylvani: ; 

Mr. Warrer. When? 

Mr. Ivi Ns. In 1952, affirming the fact 

Mr. Vetpr. Were you a Communist at that time? 

Mr. IvENS When [ signed that oath | affirmed that I was a loyal 
citizen of my State and this Commonwealth and of the country, and I 
say it again today. 

i would like to say that if the committee has evidence or sworn 


testimony that 1 have propagandized subversively that it put this 
evidence forth, that it present it. 

Mr. Veipe. Please answer the questions being propounded to you. 
we are the one who has the knowledge of any Communist Party 
activities in which you might have been engaged. You are the proper 
one to give us that information. Proceed. 

ee ee T! ‘ttee has from the beginning recognized 
iT LARI he commit jas Irom the deginpning recognize 


the richt of witnesses to object and refuse to answer on the ground of 
the fifth amendment when it is raised in good faith and when it can 
be demonstrated that that is the fact, but under court decisions and 
under our rules and in order to avoid repetition, we do not recognize 
validity in any other amendments applying to refusing to answer. 
So, if you say you are refusing to answer on the same grounds pre- 
viously raised-——but we recognize only the fifth amendment in that 
respect. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you signed the Pennsylvania loyalty oath? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Me, Ivens. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Leviran. Would you mind repeating the question, please, sir? 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you signed the Pennsylvania loyalty oath? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the party the day before? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. A month before? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. A year before? 
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(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. Two years before? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan. ) 

Mr. [vens. | invoke the privilege, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. During the years 1945 to 1948, were you a member 
of the American Youth for Democracy? 

Mr. Ivens. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment, and I would also like to reiterate and emphasize 
that I feel that the first amendment, although I disagree with the 
member of the committee, that the first amendment must not be 
denied. I think it is essential in this hearing. 

Mr. Vetpe. You do invoke the first- and fifth-amendment 
privileges? 

Mr. Ivens. Yes. 

Mr. Veutpe. We have had these harangues before your appearance 
today and while we would like to give the witness every privilege we 
get a little tired and weary of all these excuses. I am sure we can 
facilitate matters and hear the other witnesses we have called if you 
will just either answer the question or refuse to answer the question. 

Mi. Ivens. I do not mean to differ with you so far as your position 
as chairman of the committee is concerned, but I object to your term 
“harangue.’’ Iam not here to harass, but I believe as a social studies 
teacher the Bill of Rights is essential. I am not haranguing, I would 
like to emphasize. 

Mr. Kunzie. The American Youth for Democracy has been cited 
as subversive and Communist by Attorney General Tom Clark in 
letters to Loyalty Review Board released December 4, 1947, and 
September 21, 1948. 

It was also cited as the new name under which the Young Com- 
munist League operates and which also largely absorbed the American 
Youth Congress in the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
report, March 29, 1944, page 102, and other congressional committees. 

The committee is in possession of certain sworn testimony that the 
witness was a member of the American Youth for Democracy from 
1945 to 1948. 

Mr. Watrsr. Is that a fact? 

Mr. I[vens. Sir? 

Mr. Watrer. Is it a fact that you were a member of that organi- 
zation during that period of time? 

Mr. Ivens. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment unless testimony is brought in, sworn to, signed by 
the individual, and the testimony shown and presented. 

Mr. Ctarpy. Would you answer if that is done? 

Mr. Levirran. One moment, please. 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is your answer? 

Mr. Ivens. I would not answer the question for the reasons stated 
before, but I think as a part of the American tradition of law I think a 
person accused of aay sort of thing should be confronted with his 
accuser with a sworn statement 

Mr. Vetpre. Let me disabuse your mind that you are being accused 
of anything. You were called here to give us some information rela- 
tive to Communist activities in the Philadelphia area. This is not a 
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court of law. You are not being accused of a thing. This is a con- 
gressional committee, directed by the Congress of the United States, 
to gather information, to report to Congress for the purposes of re me- 
dial legislation, and it is not a court - law in any sense of the word. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Bear this in mind, we are giving you an opportunity 
to state the facts as you see them, even though you have seen ht to 
suppress the television and tried to suppress the radio and other 
means of communication. We are giving you your opportunity before 
anyone testifies publicly concerning you. You have not chosen to 
avail yourself of it. J am indeed sorry and I am amazed that you do 
not understand why we are doing this instead of bringing somecne 
to name you first. 

Mr. Kunzie. May I continue? 

Mr. Vuipr. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Ivens, on July 8, 1947, did you attend a Com- 
munist Party street meeting at American and Poplar Streets in 
Philadelphia where you were one of the principal speakers? 

Mr. Ivens. I refuse to answer that question and I invoke the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. The committee is in possession of sworn testimony, 
Mr. Chairman, that such was the fact. 

Did you on March 22, 1948, attend a Communist Party street 
meeting at 3lst and Diamond Streets in Philadelphia where you 
were introduced as the first speaker? 

Mr. Ivens. The same answer. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. In this speech you denounced the State Department 
and the President of the United States and so forth. Did you make 
such a speech in the Communist Party street meeting on March 22, 
1948? 

(At this point, Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. As a teacher in the Philadelphia schools, have you 
ever used an alias, Mr. Ivens; did you ever go under any other name? 

Mr. Ivens. Will you repeat your question, sir? 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever go under another name? 
used an alias? 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer whether you ever used an alias 
on the ground that it might incriminate you? 

Mr. Ilvens. I do not recall it, but to be on the safe side, I invoke the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact that you attended on April 3, 1948, a 
Communist Party meeting at Diamond and Camac Streets where the 
chairman of the meeting introduced one Louis Gold as the speaker. 
Louis Gold got up to speak, but it was you, is not that a fact? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. [vens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have here, Mr. Chairman, a photograph which I 
will ask to have marked as ‘‘Ivens’ Exhibit No. 1” for identification, 
which is a picture taken of this particular meeting to which | have 
just referred and a picture taken of the speaker Louis Gold. 

I would like to ask that Mr. Fuoss, the investigator, please pass that 
to the witness Louis Ivens and I would like to ask him if that is a 
picture of himself. This picture was taken of Louis Gold as he spoke. 


Have you ever 








2920 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PHILADELPHIA AREA 


(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan. 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Vetpe. You decline to answer whether that person pictured 
on the photograph just handed you is the same as yourself? 

Mr. Ivens. That is correct. — 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I offer this picture that has been 
marked “Exhibit No. 1” for identification into evidence as Ivens 
exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Vetpr. Without objection, it will be so admitted. 

Photograph marked “Ivens Exhibit No. 1” for identification and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. CLarpy. May I state I have examined the photograph and 
at the same time looked at the witness and there is no doubt in my 
mind that the picture is a picture of the witness. I think the record 
should show that 

Mr. Kunzria. For the record I should like to state that prior to 
the April 3, 1948, meeting, a letter in longhand was received by the 
superintendent of police, city hall, Philadelphia, just prior to that 
reading as follows: 

Dear Sir: This is to notify vou that the Commur ist Partv is holding an 
outdoor meeting Saturday, April 3, 1948, on the southeast corner of Camac and 
Diamon’ Streets, a topic of general political situations 


sinc 


oincerely 
LARCELLA SLOAN} 


OTS North 82d Street 


Isn’t it a fact that at that meeting, after speaking at length denounc- 
in¢ various governmental activities, you stated that you wondered 
why everyone was against the Communisis when they have never 
done anything against this country? 

Mr. Ivens. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. The commi iS in possession of sworn testimony, 
Mr. Chairman, that such a speech making such a statement was 
made. 

Did you attend on May 1, 1948, a May Day rally in Reyburp 
Plaza held by district 3 of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Ty ENS. Same answ¢ r, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you at that time attend as a part of a “goon 
squad”? under the supervision of Robert Klonsky, Wiliam Hood, 
William David Powers, and Wilson Long, all Communist Party mem- 
bers? 

Mr. Ivens. I resent this reference to me in this hearing room. I 
refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. We have another picture of this meeting, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Veupe. If you resented it so much, wouldn’t it be logical for 
you to deny it instead of refusing to answer the question? 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is if the facts would permit hi leny it. 

Mr. Ivens. I was not part of a goon squad, never have been, and I 
am willing to stand and say that right now. 

Mr. Kunzic. Well, then, we will say were you a part of a meeting 
held by the Communist Party on May Day, May 1, 1948? 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Vetpr. What same answer? 

Mr. Ivens. On the fifth amendment, 


m to <¢ 
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Mr. Kunzia. I have here a picture, Mr. Chairman, which I will 
ask to have marked “Ivens Exhibit No. 2” for identification, and I 
would like to ask Mr. Fuoss, the investigator, to show this to the 
witness and ask him if the person marked ‘No. 31” on this picture is 
not the witness. 

This picture was taken on May 1, 1948, at this particular rally to 
which we are referring. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Are you asking whether this is the witness? 

Mr. Kunzic. I want to ask him if this is his own picture and if he 
so attended. 

Mr. Ivens. I don’t know, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. The answer is you don’t know? 

Mr. Leviran. I don’t know, either. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were not asked, Mr. Levitan. 

May this photograph be introduced in evidence as Ivens exhibit 
No. 2, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Vetpe. It will be so admitted in evidence. 

(Photograph marked “Ivens Exhibit No. 2” for identification and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. Kunzia. Now, sir, on July 16, 1948, and July 18, 1948, the 
Communist Party, district 3, held a convention at the Chris J. Perry 
Elks Hall on North Broad Street, 1416 North Broad Street, Phila- 
delphia. Did you attend that meeting of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. This meeting, Mr. Chairman, we have sworn testi- 
money, was attended by all the leading functionaries and members of 
the Communist Party. 

The witness here today spoke at that meeting, according to sworn 
testimony before the committee. 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Kunzta. On May 21, 1949, Mr. Ivens, did you as a teacher in 
the Philadelphia schools participate in the picketing of the United 
States Courthouse at Ninth and Market Streets, Philadelphia, which 
is this very building in which we are sitting now, the demonstration 
being sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress, protesting against the 
trial of the Communist leaders in the Federal Courthouse in New York 
City? 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have a picture which I shall ask to have marked as 
“TIvens Exhibit No. 3,’ Mr. Chairman, for identification, which is a 
picture of the group picketing this courthouse at that time, and I 
should like Mr. Fuoss to hand it to the witness and would you look 
at this picture, and I ask whether the person Mr. Fuoss will point out 
to you is yourself? 

Mr. Ivuns. I don’t know. It might be. 

Mr. Kunzic. I should like to offer this Ivens exhibit No. 3 into 
evidence at this time, Mr. Chairman. 

\ir. Vetpr. Without objection, it will be accepted into evidence at 
this point. 

(Photograph marked “Ivens Exhibit No. 3” for identification and 
received in evidence.) 

Mr. Kunzia. We have sworn testimony, Mr. Chairman, that the 
witness did attend every one of these functions to which we have re- 


ferred. 
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On June 17, 1949, did you attend a charter meeting of the Labor 
Youth League held at the Stephen Girard Hotel, 2227 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., along with Robert Klonsky? 

Mr. Ivens. I would like to answer that in the same manner, that 
testimony should be presented by those who made those statements. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. The Labor Youth League, Mr. Chairman, has been 
cited as a Communist front by Attorney General J. Howard McGrath 
in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board released April 30, 1950, as 
well as by the Un-American Activities Committee. 

On July 27, 1949, did you participate in the picketing of the city 
hall, Philadelphia, Pa., sponsored by the Communist Party and as- 
sisted by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People and the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Ivens. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason, 
sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. And at that time you were in company with Robert 
Klonsky whom we previously mentioned. 

On September 29, 1949, did you attend the 30th anniversary rally 
of the Communist Party held at Reynolds Hall, 1416 North Broad 
Street, Philadelphia? 

Mr. Ivens. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mr. Chairman, I will not keep stating it, but each 
one of these statements the committee is in possession of sworn testi- 
mony that such was the fact. 

Now, on November 25, 1949, did you attend a people’s rally held 
at the Met on Broad and Poplar Streets, Philadelphia, sponsored by 
the Communist Party, district No. 3, to celebrate the 32d anniversary 
of the Soviet Union and the 70th birthday of Joseph Stalin? 

Mr. Ivens. I would like to refuse to answer that question. 

I would like to know why the committee doesn’t talk about the 
present time, 1953 and 1952. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Chairman, the witness is out of order. 

Mr. Vetpz. The committee naturally has to run its own business. 
I am sure the witness does understand that. 

Mr. Kunzic. On February 24, 1950, to come a little closer, did you 
attend a peace festival and a rally held at the Met sponsored by the 
Communist Party, district No. 3, held in commemoration of Lenin 
and of Joseph Stalin? You were seen there. 

Mr. Ivens. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzia. On the same grounds? 

Mr. Ivens. On the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. On February 10, 1951, did you attend the Negro 
freedom rally featuring Paul Robeson as the principal speaker, held 
at Reynolds Hall, Philadelphia, sponsored by the Civil Rights Con- 
gress? 

Mr. Ivens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. You did attend that? 

Mr. Ivens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzie. Were you a member of the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. Ivens. I do not think I was, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you remember attending the meeting? 

Mr. Ivens. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. But you do not think you were a member of the 
Civil Rights Congress? 
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Mr. Ivens. No, sir. 

Mr. CLarpy. Was there any doubt in your mind as to whether you 
ever belonged to that organization? 

Mr. Ivens. No, sir. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you? 

Mr. Ivens. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Ciarpy. But you are not sure? 

Mr. Ivens. I did not think I was a member at that time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Well, were you, frankly, ever a member? 

(At this point Mr. Ivens conferred with Mr. Levitan.) 

Mr. Ivens. I do not think so. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is as close as you will come? You will not say 
you were not? 

Mr. Ivens. I do not think so. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Very definitely. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions of this witness. 

Mr. Vetpe. The witness is excused with the same admonition and 
request that I made of the other witness early this afternoon. 

We will be in recess for a period of a few minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 2:56 p. m., the hearing was recessed for 15 minutes.) 

Mr. Veutpe. The Chair would like to make a very brief announce- 
ment for the benefit of the television audience. The committee has 
adopted definite rules concerning the televising of these hearings, and 
we do want tbe public to have all of the information which we can 
give, but in the interest of protecting the rights of the witness and 
the possible chance that the witness might cooperate with the com- 
mittee and give the committee information, we have determined to 
ask the television cameras to desist when a witness asks that the 
television cameras be turned off because it might confuse him. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Might I add something, Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. Veupeg. Yes. 

Mr. CLarpy. That request must come from the witness himself 
after he has been sworn. 

Mr. Veutpr. Yes. 

Please proceed, Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Kunzia. I call Estelle Naomi Thomas. 

Miss THomas. May I ask the court not to be photographed, please? 

Mr. Veupg. In the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Miss Tuomas. I do. 

Mr. VeLtpr. You may now make your request. 

Miss Tuomas. Sort of late. 


TESTIMONY OF ESTELLE NAOMI THOMAS, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HER COUNSEL, HERMAN WEINER 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your name, please? 

Miss Tuomas. Estelle Naomi Thomas. What do I have to do to 
call these shots off? 

Mr. CLarpy. What was your request? 

Miss Tuomas. I ask that please be stopped. 

Mr. Ve.tpe. Would the cameramen please desist? 
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Mr. Kunzic. Would the attorney please identify himself for the 
record? 

Mr. Weiner. Herman Weiner, 1412 Fox Building, Philadelphia, 
Pa 

Mr. Kunzic. Miss Thomas, would you please state your address? 
iss T'HoMAs. 4288 Parkside Avenue. 
Mr. Kunzic. In Philadelphia? 
Miss Tomas. In Philadelphia. 
Mr. Kunzia. Are you a teacher, Miss Thomas? 
Miss THomas. Yes, I am 
[r. Kunzic. Where are you a teacher at the present time? 

ss THomas. I am a te acher at the Bache School in Philadelphia. 


I 
Mr. Kunziac. Is that an elementary school? 
Nfiss THomas. That is an elementary school. 
Mr. Kunze ; What orade do you teach there? 
Miss THomaAs. Second grade 
Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee, please, a résumé of 
of your educational background’ 


\liss THomas. I am a craduate of the Bethlehem High School. the 
Liberty High School in Bethlehem, Pa., a graduate of the East 
Stroudsburg Teachers’ Colles 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a résumé of your 
employment background? 

N SS THOMAS | taught educational recreation in the WPA. ] 
worked for the Signal Corps. 

Mr. Kunzic. You worked for the WPA in the 1930’s, is that 
correct? 

Miss Tuomas. I believe it started in 1938. 

Mr. Kunzie. You started to say you worked for the United States 


Signal Corps? 





Miss [HOM AS. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that 

Miss Tuomas. I believe it was 1943. 

Mr. Kunzic. 1943? 

Miss Tuomas. I believe so. I am not quite sure of my dates. 

Mr. Kunzic. To the best of your memory. 

Miss THOMAS. Yes 

Mr. Kunzia. Was that in Philadelphia? 

Miss Tuomas. Yes, in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kunzic. At what address? 

Miss Tuomas. At the Si mai Corps Depot on Wissahickon and 
Abbotsford Road. Then I taught on child care in Philadelphia and 
also in New York 

1 worked at the Philadelphia Psychiat cl 

Mr. Kunzic. When was that? 

Miss Tuomas. That was about 3 years ago, just a few months. 

Mr. Kunzia. Haven’t you skipped 1944 to 1946? Where were 
ou from 1944 to 1946? 

Miss Tuomas. I am sorry. I taught English to Soviet engineers 
in Washington, D. C 

Mr. Kunzic. At the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission? 

Miss Tuomas. That is right, and then I was substituting at the 
Philadelphia school system and took an examination which | passed 


and became appointed in the Philadelphia school system 2% years ago. 


9) 


fospital for a few months. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Does that cover the whole thing? 
Miss Tuomas. Yes. 
Mr. Kunzie. What about 1947 and 1948? Where were you then? 
Miss THomas. I was then in Europe. 
Mr. Kunzic. What did you do in Europe‘ 

Miss Tromas. 1 was traveling in Europe and first I went to 
Engla id and from Kngland i went on to see what had happened to 
my people, the Jews in Poland. I wanted to see what the Warsaw 
ghetto was like 

I visited children’s homes, the orphanage homes, the results of 
Hitler’s crimes. I felt a duty to volunteer my services to help these 
children, to help therapeutically to put these children back to normal 
human beings. 

Mr. Kunzia. This was where? 

Miss THomas. At the Jewish orphanage around Protrolesiv. 

Mr. Kunzic. In Lower Silesia, Poland? 

Miss THomas. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. You became a teacher in Philadelphia in February 
ivol! 

Miss Tuomas. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you at any time been a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Miss THomas. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzieg. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss THomaAs. I am not now a member of the Communist Party. 
I signed the loyalty oath in 1952 

Mr. Kunzig. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 1952? 

Miss Tuomas. | refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpe. Were you a member of the Communist Party on the 
date that you signed the loyalty oath? 

Miss Tuomas. I was not a member of the Communist Party. I 
was in full loyalty to my country. 

Mr. Kunzia. In what month of 1952? 

Miss Tuomas. I believe it was 1952, in March. 

Mr. Kunzic. It was between March and April. How about 
February 1952? Were you a member of the Communist Party then? 

Miss Tuomas. I refuse for the same reason, refuse to answer the 
quesvion 

Mr. Kunzic. This committee is in possession of sworn testimony, 
Miss Thomas, that you have been a member of the Communist Party 
since about 1933. Do you wish to confirm or deny that fact? 

Miss Tuomas. I refuse to answer that question. 


» 


Mr. KUNZIG. The committee is also in possession of sworn testi- 
mony that some time in 1942 or 1943 you were president of a Com- 
munist ¢roup which included Communist members working in the 
United otates Sienal Corps he re in Philadelphia, ria iS that c yrrect? 

Miss Tuomas. | refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 


the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. In the fall of 1943, this committee is in possession of 
sworn testimony that you transferred to Group 9-A of the Com- 
munist Party is that correct? 


’ 
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Miss Tuomas. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds 

Mr. Kunzia. We are in possession of sworn testimony that in 1943 
you had Communist Party membership book No. 94338, is that 
correct? 

Miss Thomas. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. We are in possession of sworn testimony that in 1944 
you had Communist Party membership book No. 104190 or No. 
104194, one or the other of those two, is that correct? 

Miss Tuomas. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. We also have sworn testimony, Miss Thomas, that 
you were a member of the first district of the Communist Party and a 
member of the Sam Lee Club of the Communist Party. 

I will ask you first, were you a member of the first district of the 
Communist Party? 

Miss Tuomas. All these questions are cloaked in the same robe. 
I refuse to answer that question on the same ground. 

Mr. Kunzia. I will ask you secondly whether you were a member of 
the Sam Lee Club of the Communist Party? 

Miss THoMAs. Same answer, same reason. 

Kunzic. This was in the period of time of 1943, roughly. 

Miss THomaAs. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you acquainted with Dave Davis and his wife 
Sophie? 

Miss Tuomas. Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know that Dave Davis was arrest ted by the 
FBI in connection with his Communist Party activities? 

Miss Tuomas. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Dave Davis was identified as a member of the 
party by Mr. DiMaria! on October 15, 1952, and by Mr. Delaney? on 
October 13, 1952, in the hearings held in this very room. 

In 1950, we have sworn testimony, that you were a member of the 
International Workers’ Order which has been cited as subversive by 
the Attorney General of the United States. Were you a member of 
that group? 

Miss THomaAs. Same reason, same amendment. 

Mr. Kunzica. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions at this 
time to ask of Miss Thomas. 

Mr. Ve.tpe. The witness is excused. 

Will you call the next witness, Mr. Kunzig? 

Mr. Kunzia. I would like to call Sarah Walsh Wepman. 

Mrs. Wepman. I would like the television cameras and the photog- 
raphers’ cameras turned off. 

Mr. Ve.tpe. In the testimony you are about to give before the 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Wepman. I do. I would like to have the television cameras 
and newspaper cameras and television lights turned off, and the 
movie cameras. 

Mr. Vetps. Your request will be complied with. We hope they 
will not confuse your testimony and that you will give us the infor- 
mation which counsel will question you about. 


1Samuel J. DiMaria. 
?Thomas F. Delaney. 
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TESTIMONY OF SARAH WALSH WEPMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HER COUNSEL, JACOB S. RICHMAN 


Mr. Kuwnzic. Would you state your full name for the record, 
please? ; , 

Mrs. Wepman. Mrs. Sarah Walsh Wepman. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would counsel please state his name and office 
address? 

Mr. Ricuman. Jacob S. Richman, northeast corner of 19th and 
Chestnut Streets. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Wepman, would you state your educational 
background, please? 

Mrs. WrpMan. | was educated in the Philadelphia public schools, 
elementary and high school. 

I was graduated from the Philadelphia Normal School. I attended 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you graduate from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania? When did you leave Pennsylvania University? 

Mrs. Wepman. I did not leave. I almost-—well, let me say to be 
quite exact, in 1939 the dean of the school of education called me in to 
find out why I had not finished my work. I was within six credits of 
my B.S. and I told him I had been working on the teacher tenure 
campaign in 1937, and at that point this gentleman told me th.i the 
teachers’ tenure law would result in nothing but the scum and the 
filth of the teacher system and I ventured to disagree with him and he 
got angry and told me to go. 

Mr. Veupe. That information might be interesting, but it is not 
relevant to the subject matter that we are inquiring into. 

Just tell whether you graduated or whether you quit school. 

Mr. Kunzia. What year did this happen when you left? 

Mrs. Wepman. I should say it was 1938. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Wepman, would you state what your present 
address is? 

Mrs. Wepman. I live in a town in the country 30 miles from here, 
Solebury, Pa., in Bucks County. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you now a teacher? 

Mrs. Wepman. I have not been connected with the school system 
for the past 8 years. I am a housewife and a mother and I find that 
I put a 12- to 14-hour day in on that job. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you give the committee a résumé of your 
employment background in the years when you were a teacher? 

Mrs. WepMan. Yes; at the age of 19 I began to teach. I stopped 
teaching at the age of 41, 8 years ago, which would be about 1945, 
I think. 

Mr. Kunzia. Where did you teach during those years? 

Mrs. Wepman. I taught in, it is too long ago to remember the 
elementary schools. 

Mr. Kunzia. To the best of your ability. 

Mrs. Wepman. I taught in elementary schools for 4 years. I then 
taught for 17 years at the Penn Treaty Junior High School. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did you teach? 

Mrs. WrepMan. I was a teacher of English. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that where you were when you left the schools? 

Mrs. Werman. That is right. 
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Mr. KUNZIG This committee is in possession of sworn testimony 
that vou joined the Communist Party in 1933 and you were captain 
ol mit. unit | of the Art l 

Mrs. Wepman. Well. I would like to go into that t ceaad but I 


am not roing to I would lke to e that testimony placed before a 
court of law to see how it s sup. Lamonot ing as unswer that 
question because vou have had o e self- mnfessed spy here today who, 
incidentally, needed a good course in enunciation because I couldn’t 
hear half of what she said back there 

Mr. Vetpr. We are not interested in that 

Mrs. Wepman. But I am not answering vour question which J say 
I am sure would not stack up in a court, and I invoke the fifth 


amendment because I am not required to testify against myself or 


1 


hich may ineriminat 


answer any questions w & me. 

Mr. Kunziae. Mr. Cl 
sworn testimony that Mrs. Wepman’s Communist membership card 
was one of the lowest we have ever had before this committee. It was 
No. 33 

Mr. Verve. Lowest in number? 

Mr. Kunzic. Lowest in number. 

Mrs. Wepman. I am not that old. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you have Communist membership card No. 33, 
Mrs. Wepman? 

Mrs. Wepman. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
I am not required to testify against myself or answer any question 
which may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you active, Mrs. Wepman, as a lobbyist and a 
leader for Local No. 192, the Teachers’ Union of the American Federa- 
tion of Teachers at that time? 

Mrs. Wepman. I was. 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were a lobbyist and leader of Local 192? 

Mrs. WEPMAN. Same question, same answer. This is a “Do you 
beat your husband?” question, you know. Under the fifth amendment 
I will not answer that. 

Mr. Kunzic. We are just asking whether you are a member of the 
Communist Party. Your answer, when asked whether you were a 
member of the Communist Party during your union work is that you 
refuse to answer the question on the basis of the fifth amendment? 

Mrs. WepmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know a Ben Weiss, city secretary of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. WepMan. Same answer, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you involved in that period of time in bitter 
arguments because of the fact that your publicity material was being 
rewritten by Walter Lowenfels, writer for the Daily Worker? 

Mrs. Wepman. Mr. Kunzig, I am a contentious woman, but I 
would not answer that question, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. On October 13, 1942, did you attend a closed meeting 
of the Communist Party also attended by Ralph Glick, Communist 
Party organizer, and Sam Darcy, Pennsylvania Communist Party 
secretary? 

Mrs. Werman. I refuse to answer that question, same reason. 


airman, this committee is in possession of 
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Mr. Kunzia. The committee is in possession of sworn testimony 
that the witness did so attend, Mr. Chairman. 

On October 4, 1943, did you meet with Sam Darcy, J. Granville 
Eddy, Dave Davis, also identified before this committee as a Com- 
munist, and Carl Reeves? 

Mrs. Wepman. I refuse to answer that question, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. This committee is in possession of sworn testimony 
that the meeting did take place and that the witness did attend suc] 
meeting. 

The committee is also in possession of sworn testimony that you 


were a member of the special branch of section 8 of the Communist 
Party in and around 1944, is that correct? 

Mrs. Wepman. I refuse to answer that question, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. We have sworn testimony, Mrs. Wepman, that in 1944 
you had Communist Party Book No. 78307, and in 1945 you had Book 
No. 86225. Did you have those two Communist Party book numbers? 

Mrs. Wepman. I refuse to answer that question, same reason. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you ever teach in the Philadelphia School of 
Social Science and Art? 

Mrs. Wepman. I refuse to answer that question, same reason. 

Mr. Kunzie. The Philadelphia School of Social Science and Art 
was cited as an adjunct of the Communist Party by Attorney General 
Tom Clark in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board released December 
4, 1947. 

Were you a delegate for District No. 3 of the Communist Party 
at the National Communist Party plenum in New York? 

Mrs. WrepMan. I refuse to answer that question; same answer, 
Same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. We have sworn testimony, Mr. Chairman, that such 
is the fact. 

Mr. Vetpr. When was that? 

Mr. Kunzic. This was about January 1944. 

We have testimony that you were a member of the district board, 
district 3, of the Communist Party; is that correct, at about that time? 

Mrs. Wepman. I refuse to answer that question; same answer, same 
reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. In April, on April 24, 1946, the State, County and 
Municipal Workers of America and the United Federal Workers of 
the CIO became known as the United Public Workers, CIO. Were 
you transferred to the national office of this organization and did you 
work as an organizer? 

Mrs. Wepman. I was not transferred. 

Mr. Kunzia. Will you state to the committee what the facts are? 

Mrs. Wrepman. As a matter of voluntary choice when I left the 
school system I worked as national director of the Federal United 
Public Workers National Teachers’ Division for about 1 year. 

Mr Kuwnzia. Are you a member of the Communist Party now? 

Mrs. WepMan. I refuse to answer that question; same answer, same 
reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Ciarvy. No questions. 

Mr. Ve.pr. Do you have any questions, Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 
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Mr. Vetpe. There are no further questions. The witness is excused. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Kunzig. 

Mr. Kunzia. I call Lilian Lowenfels 

Mr. Veuve. The committee will be in recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 3:34 p. m. the hearing was recessed for 8 minutes.) 

Mr. Vetpre. The committee has considered a request by counsel in 
executive session that the lights be turned off when this witness appears 
for a very good reason, medical reasons. I ask that the television 
lights be turned off and no other lights be used. 

Mr. Kunzia. I call Lillian Lowenfels. 

Mr. Ciarpy. This is not a precedent, Mr. Chairman, but for a 
special medical reason. 

Mr. Veutpe. In the testimony which you are about to give before 
this subcommittee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. LowEnFE .s. I do 


TESTIMONY OF LILLIAN LOWENFELS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH SHARFSIN 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please? 

Mrs. Lowenrets. Look, my blood pressure is 260 today. I do not 
want to collapse here today despite my illness. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We are giving you a privilege we have never given 
any other witness and for the very reason you have cited, and if you 
will just subside we will go along with you. 

Mrs. LowenFeEts. I want you to know, Congressman, that I came 
here despite my illness. I did not ask for any delay. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name, please? 

Mrs. LowrenFets. Lillian Lowenfels. 

Mr. Kunzic. And your address? 

Mrs. LowenFets. 4510 Regent Street. 

Mr. Kunzig. Would counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. SuHarrstn. Joseph Sharfsin, 1332 Lincoln Liberty Building, 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Lowenfels, would you give the committee a 
brief résumé of your educational background first? 

Mrs. LowenFets. I graduated from West Philadelphia High School 
and got a bachelor’s degree in science and education at the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Kunzia. What year was that? 

Mrs Low ENFELS. I craduated from West Philadelphia High School 
in 1921 and then on a scholarship received my degree from Penn- 
sylvania in 1924 in 3 years. 

Then I went to Paris to study French because I had majored in 
French. I was born and raised in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kunzre. Thank you. 

Mrs. Lowenrats. I stayed in Paris as an educational—well, it was 
partly educational. I was a newspaper writer and fashion corre- 
spondent for many years. I did ghost writing, six articles a week and 
one on Sunday for many years, wrote books, a book called Cleopatra’s 
Daughter. 

Then in 1943, the fall of 1943, I returned to the University of Penn- 
sylvania and studied there and received in 1947 a master’s degree in 
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American civilization. This is a combination—for you gentlemen who 
don’t know what American civilization is—it is a combination of the 
study of literature and history of America starting back at the begin- 
ning of colonial times. I know you are not interested in knowing why 
[ went back to take this course, but we will let it go 

Then in 1949 Dr. Hoyer, the superintendent of the Philadelphia 
Board of Education, gave me a fellowship through the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews to Rutgers University where I 
spent 6 weeks, a summer course, consisting of 8 credits in human 
relations, the workshop in human relations, a study which I took very 
seriously. 

I would like to call to your attention a very unamusing thing that 
has happened to me and I think that you as the Committee on Un- 
American Activities should be interested in this. I am no longer a 
teacher. The ‘‘Philadelphia School Board Ousts Teachers in Red 
Investigation” is the headline of an article. It is this investigation 
that has cost me my livelihood. 

Mr. Veutpr. Let me say that the committee has never as far as I 
am concerned, and never will, attempt to interfere with anybody’s 
livelihood in any way whatsoever. We were dutybound to the people 
of the United States, to the Congress of the United States, to investi- 
gate subversive propaganda and report it to Congress for remedial 
legislation. ‘That is our only purpose in holding these hearings. 

Mr. CLarpy. May I just disabuse your mind of one thing that seems 
to be present? I haven’t read the paper. I did not know what was 
in it and didn’t know what you were talking about. But we have 
not released to anyone news that you were going to be called as a 
witness, and so if that has become broadcast it could only have come 
from you or someone to whom vou have imparted the knowledge, 
because it is the invariable rule that we do not engage in that sort 
of thing. 

While I haven’t read this, I am sure that if there is any implication 
in there that it is the result of our having announced it, it is not 
correct. 

Mrs. LowenFrets. I won’t labor the point. I want to say this, that 
as the result of this publicity which appeared day after day about me 
I received obscene threats to my life. 

Mr. Cirarpy. That puts you in our class. We get that sort of thing 
right along. 

Mrs. LowenFrets. But you are not the mother of four daughters 
and a granddaughter and an expectant grandson, I hope, and ill and 
so on. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, any action which the school board 
has taken has nothing to do with the Congress of the United States 
and nothing to do with this committee. They have taken whatever 
action they have completely on their own. 

I would like to ask you when you first became a teacher in the 
Philadelphia schools. 

Mrs. Lowenrets. I became what was known as a long-term 
substitute in 1943, the fall of 1943. I had held that because of the 
war shortage of teachers. I had no intention of going back to teach 
I was giving book reviews in Elkins Park and I was told or asked why 
I didn’t go back and teach, and I did, and from 1943 to 1946 I taught 
first in junior high schools and then in senior high schools. 








2932 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PHILADELPHIA AREA 


Mr. Kunzia. In what senior high school did you teach? 

Mrs. Lowrenrets. My first teaching was at Shaw Junior High 
School and after that I was sent to Bartram High School when an 
opening appeared there, and from Bartram to West Philadelphia. 

Mr. Ki NZIG. When did you go to West Philadelphia? 

Mrs. LowenFE.s. It seems to me that would have been in the 
fall of the year, either the spring of 1945 or the fall of 1944. It was the 
spring of 1945. I was at John Bartram for 3 years. 

Mr. Kunzie. And then where? 

Mrs. Lowenrets. Then I went back to Bartram because there was 
no opening at West Philadelphia and even long-term substitutes are 
shifted about, and then in the fall of—do you want me to continue? 

Mr. Kunzia. Yes, please do. 

Mrs. LowenFrets. In 1946, the fall of 1946, I was called and asked 
if I would teach at the Veterans’ program, the Veterans’ accelerated 
program, which had been set up a few months before, as a French 
teacher. I taught also in the Veterans’ Area College for 5 terms, [ 
think, as long as it lasted, simultaneously with teaching the day 
school. I taught English at the Veterans’ Area College. I taught 
at the Veterans’ program for the equivalent of a year and a half for 
the first time and then took my teachers’ examination. 

Mr. Kunzie. What vear was this? 

Mrs. LowrEnrFre.s. 1947, while I was taking my master’s degree 
and so on. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you receive a permanent appointment then? 

Mrs. Lowenrets. In 1947 I received a permanent appointment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where have you taught since 1947? 

Mrs. Lowrenrets. I was at the girls high school as an auxiliary for 
1 year and then I was what is known as a forced transfer, that is when 
an opening no longer exists for a teacher she is shifted to wherever 
the board can find a place for her and I went from girls high school 
to West Philadelphia and then for a term to Overbrook and then for 
a term to William Penn and then back to the Veterans’ program in 
February of 1950, where I have been to the day school, the evening 
school, the summer school and winter school. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where was this? 

Mrs. LowENFELs. This was at the Benjamin Franklin High School. 
In 1945 we had 130 to 150 teachers. We had, last September, 2 
teachers, of which I was one, but I was fired for incompetence. I 
taught English, French, History, Spanish and German simultaneously. 
I also taught typing when they needed a typing teacher. 

Mr. Kunzic. You were an employee of the board of education in 
this Veterans’ teaching program? 

Mrs. LowENFELs. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. And that is where you were until a week or so ago? 

Mrs. Lowrenrets. Well, that is where I was until Monday morning. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. I have read this article and I think the record ought 
to show that the article states it quite plainly that the committee 
had nothing to do with it. In fact, it specifically states ‘These persons 
have been under investigation for more than a year by the board 
itself.”’ 

And then the reason for the suspension, which is apparently going 
to result in the hearings, is recited in here, and I note from the paper 
itself for “incompetence and persistent and willful violation of the 
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laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” which of course obvi- 
ously means that it has no connection with the Federal action. 

Mrs. Lowenrets. I want to say that judgment has been passed 
on me. I have been judged without a trial. I have been pilloried. 
My character has been assassinated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Lowrenrets. No, I am not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you take the Pennsylvania loyalty oath? 

Mrs. LowEnFELs. Naturally I took the Pennsylvania loyalty oath. 

Mr. Kunzic. Between taking the oath and the present day, were 
you a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Lowrenrets. I don’t know what you mean. 

Mr. Kunzia. In the period of time between the time at which you 
took the oath and the present time, were you ever a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. LowEenFets. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. During that period of time? 

Mrs. LowenrFets. I want to say this, there is only one reason why 
1 am here. I am the wife of Walter Lowenfels. That is the only 
reason I was cited. I was selected as a target. 

Mr. Vetpr. I want to explain again before this gets too nauseating 
to the members of the committee or the audience participating, that 
our duty is to investigate subversive propaganda among other things. 
You were called as a witness in the hope that you could give us infor- 
mation about subversive activities in this connection, and that was 
the only reason you were called. We would appreciate it very much. 

Mr. Kunzia. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party at any time? 

(At this point Mrs. Lowenfels conferred with Mr. Sharfsin.) 

Mrs. Lowenre.s. I refuse to answer on the ground of the fifth 
amendment. I was trying to read it in the Bill of Rights, which I 
always carry with me, to see what my rights are, no man shall be re- 
quired to be a witness against himself. 

Mr. Water. In any criminal proceedings. 

Mr. Kunzia. This committee is in possession of sworn testimony 
that you were a known member of the Communist Party in 1940, 1941, 
1942, and 1943. Now, with respect to those specific dates, for the 
purpose of this present question, were you a member of the Com- 
munist Party in those years? 

(At this point Mrs. Lowenfels conferred with Mr. Sharfsin.) 

Mrs. LowenFeE ts. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment on that. 

Mr. Kunzia. We are in possession of sworn testimony, under oath, 
that you took an active part in branch work and were appointed to 
the city committee of the Communist Party in 1943. Were you so 
appointed? 

Mrs. LowenFELs. I invoke my privilege, but I surely would like to 
see the person who said that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been to the Communist Party head- 
quarters located at 250 South Broad Street in Philadelphia? 

Mrs. Lowenrets. Where the Shubert Theater is? 

Mr. Kunzia. It is in that building, I believe. 
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Mrs. Lowrenrets. I must invoke my privilege under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. As to whether you ever went in the building? 

Mrs. Lowrnrixs. I don’t know what he means. 

Mr. Kunzic. I asked you whether you went to the Communist 
Party headquarters at 250 South Broad Street in Philadelphia. 

Mrs. LowEnFELs. I invoke my privilege. 

Mr. Kunzic. During the years 1943 and 1944 were you a member 
of the Daily Worker Press Club here in Philadelphia? 

Mrs. LowrnFets. I must invoke my privilege on that. 

Mr. Kunzic. This committee is in possession of sworn testimony 
that such is the fact. 

Have you ever attended meetings of the Forty-sixth Ward Club 
which later became the West Philadelphia Communist Club during 
those years of 1943, 1944, and 1945? 

Mrs. Lowenrets. | shall have to invoke my privilege under the 
fifth amendment. May I ask just one question out of intellectual 
curiosity? 

Mr. Watrer. You say “I must.’”’ You do not have to invoke the 
fifth amendment. 

Mrs. LowenFets. I do because I am the wife of Walter Lowenfels 
and anything I say will incriminate me. I do for that reason, because 
I am the wife of a Smith Act defendant and I am very vulnerable 
because of that. 

Mr. Kunzic. We are asking you questions, and I want to emphasize 
for the record, only about yourself, only about your activities and 
about no one else’s activities whatsoever. 

Were you an instructor at the Tom Paine School of Social Science 
in Philadelphia in 1942? 

Mrs. LowENFELS. What school was that? I never heard of that 
school 

Mr. Kunzic. Tom Paine. 

Mrs. LowEnFeE.s. I have no recollection of having taught in that 
school, nor do I remember such a school. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. It has been cited as an adjunct in Westchester, 
N. Y., of the Communist Party by Attorney General Tom Clark in a 
letter to the Loyalty Review Board, released December 4, 1947. 

Mrs. LowEnFeE.s. No recollection of that at all. 

Mr. Kunzig. On May 1, 1942, did you attend the Communist 
Party May Day Win-the-War Rally held in Town Hall, Philadelphia? 

Mrs. LowENFELS. How many years ago was that? 

Mr. Kunzia. If you subtract, I believe it is about 11 years. 

(At this point Mrs. Lowenfels conferred with Mr. Sharfsin.) 

Mrs. LowrenFets. [ refuse to answer. I invoke my privilege 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. The committee is in possession of sworn testimony 
that the witness did so attend. 

Have you been active in and around the period of 1944 collecting 
donations for the West Philadelphia Communist Club of the Com- 
munist Political Association? 

Mrs. LowrenFE:s. Fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzig. You refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment? 

Mrs. LowenFets. I cannot answer, under the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Kunzia. The committee is in possession of sworn testimony, 
Mr. Chairman, that Mrs. Lowenfels did so collect donations for the 
West Philadelphia Communist Club. 

When you listed all the various places at which you taught, did you 
teach at any other time at any other school in Philadelphia? 

(At this point Mrs. Lowenfels conferred with Mr. Sharfsin.) 

Mrs. Lowenrets. Same answer. 

Mr. Kunzie. You refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment? 

Mrs. LowmNnFExs. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact that in the fall of 1944 you were listed 
in the Philadelphia School of Social Science and Art for the fall 
session of 1944 as a lecturer, and it says “Lillian Lowenfels, AP—UP, 
studied Sorbonne, history teacher,” and so forth. Did you teach at 
that school? 

Mrs. LowEenFE.s. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you have the document there, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. Kunzta. Yes, we have the document, which I would like to 
offer into evidence as Lowenfels’ exhibit No. 1 and I should like to 
state that the Philade Iphis 1 School of Social Science and Art has been 
cited as an adjunct of the Communist Party by Attorney General 
Tom Clark in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board released December 
4, 1947. 

Mr. Veuve. Without objection the document will be admitted 
evidence. 

(Document listing Lilian Lowenfels as lecturer at Philadelphia 
School of Social Science and Art marked ‘‘Lowenfels Exhibit No. 1” 
for identification was received in evidence.) 

Mr. Kunzic. We also have evidence that you taught at the school 
in 1946, is that correct, this same school? 

Mrs. LoweEnFELs. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you present at the district convention of the 
Communist Party of eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware held in 
1946? 

Mrs. Lowenre ts. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. The committee has sworn testimony, Mr. Chairman, 
that the witness was so present. 

In 1946 under the membership of section 3, district 3, of the Com- 
munist Party the following name appears as being a member of this 
particular section: Mrs. W. Lowenfels, 4510 Regent Street, Phila- 
delphia. Were you so a member? 

Mrs. LowrenFeE.s. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you ever attend meetings of the Communist 
Party in 1947 at a meeting place on Sixty-sixth Street in West Phila- 
delphia? 

Mrs. LowEnFE.s. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. This committee has sworn testimony that you did 
so attend such meeting. 

The committee has testimony, Mr. Chairman, also that the witness 
attended meetings at the home of Sidney and Genieve Fox at 2210 
Pine Street in Philadelphia, Communist Party meetings. 

These meetings were meetings of the professional side of the Com- 
munist Party. Did you attend such meetings? 

Mrs. LowEnFE.s. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Kunzia. In 1950 we have sworn testimony that you were seen 
attending meetings of the professional section of the Communist 
Party of Eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. Did you so attend 
such meetings? 

Mrs. LowenFe.s. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. No further pentane, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. The witness is excused. 

Call the next witness. 

Mr. Kunzia. I call Mr. Samuel Kaplan. 

Mr. Veuve. In the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Kapian. I do 

Could I request that the cameras be turned off now? It is a little 
bit late now for the newspaper cameras, but I would like to have 
them turned off now. 

Mr. Vextpr. One of the reasons that we grant the request of the 
witness is that it will not interfere with their testimony. So far as 
that is concerned you have not given any reason yet. 

Mr. Kaptan. Could I have the lights turned off, and the television? 

Mr. Veupn. Before giving any testimony, you request that the 
lights be turned off, is that correct? 

Mr. Kapian. Yes. 

Mr. Veuupn. Let the request of the witness be granted, and the 
lights will again be turned off. 

Mr. Kapuan. I would like to explain why. I feel rather strongly 
about it. 

Mr. Cirarpy. We have ordered them turned off. You do not have 
to give us any reason. 

Mr. Kapuan. I will tell you why. 

Mr. Kunzia. Shall I proceed, Mr. Chairman? 


Mr. VELDE. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL MEYER KAPLAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, HENRY W. SAWYER 


Mr. Kunzic. Would you state your full name for the record, please? 

Mr. Kaptan. Samuel Meyer Kaplan. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address, Mr. Kaplan? 

Mr. Kapitan. 1402 60th Street, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would counsel please identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Sawyer. Henry W. Sawyer, 117 South Seventeenth Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you presently a teacher in the Philadelphia 
school system, Mr. Kaplan? 

Mr. Kapian. I am. 

Mr. Kunzig. Where do you teach? 

Mr. Kapian. At the John Bartram High School. 

Mr. Kunzig. What subject do you teach? 

Mr. Kapuan. I teach English. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background? 

Mr. Kaptan. | am a graduate of the Central High School of 
Philadelphia. 
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Mr. Kunzia. In what year? 

Mr. Kapian. 1927. 

Mr. Kunzia. Please continue. 

Mr. Kapian. I am a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, 
1933, with a bachelor’s degree. I took a master’s degree at Temple 
University in 1949, I believe it was 1949 

Mr. Kunzia. And that is your formal education? at 

Mr. Kaptan. That is my formal education. Ky 

Mr. Kunzia. Would you now give the committee a résumé of your 
employment, where you have worked? 

Mr. Kaptan. Yes; I worked in the WPA for a while in the late 
1930’s and for the department of public assistance for about a year 
and a half. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that the Department of Public Assistance of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Kapitan. Yes. I went into the service and served for 3% years 
in the Army of the United States. 

While I was in the Army I was appointed to a teaching position. 
When I came out of the Army in 1945 I went into the school system 
as a teacher. 

Mr. Kunzia. I want the record to show that the witness was honor- 
ably discharged from the United States Army. Would you continue, 
please? 

Mr. Kapian. Since that time 1 have been employed by the school 
system in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Kunzie. At what school? 

Mr. Kaptan. When I came out at Gillespie Junior High School for 
a few months. 

Mr. Kunzie. Were you always teaching English? 

Mr. Kapian. Yes; and from that school I went to the South Phila- 
delphia High School for Boys and from there I was transferred to the 
John Bartram High School where I now teach. 

Mr. Kunzia. On October 13, 1952, at hearings before this commit- 
tee held, I believe, in this verv room in Philadelphia, one Thomas 
Delaney testified that he joined the Communist Party in 1939 and 
went on to testify he was assigned to the professional branch, and so 
forth. This branch was composed of about 15 members of the Penn- 
sylvania Department of Public Assistance. He named Samuel Kap- 
lan as a member of that professional branch and also identified this 
Samuel Kaplan as educational director of this branch of the Com- 
munist Party. 

So, I wish to ask you whether at that time, and this was in 1939, 
you were a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kapxian. For several reasons I refuse to answer that question. 
The first amendment, which has been thoroughly discussed today; 
the ninth amendment of the Constitution, which I think you all know; 
and the fifth amendment, since it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer that on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment? 

Mr. Kapian. I have mentioned three, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you educational director of this branch of the 
Communist Party as testified to by Thomas F. Delaney, under oath? 

Mr. Kapitan. Same answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Kapitan. No 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party 6 
months aco? 

Mr KAPLAN No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you sign the Pennsylvania loyalty oath? 

Mr. Kapuan. I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you signed any oath, that oath particularly ? 

Mr. Kapitan. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. That was in the spring of 1952. Were you a member 
of the Communist Party in the fall of 1951? 

Mr. Kapitan. No 

Mr. Kunzie. How about the fall of 1950? 

Mr IK APLAN | refuse to answer that question on the cround that 
it might tend to incriminate me 

Mr. Kunzia. We will move up alittle bit. How about the summer 
of 1951? 

Mr. Kaptan. No 

Mr. Kunzia. The spring of 1951? 

Mr KAPI AN, No. 

Mr. Kunzia. February of 1951? 

Mr. Kapian. No. 

Mr. Kunzia. January 19517 

Mr. Kapian. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. December 1950? 

Mr. Kapuan. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
it might tend to incriminate me 

Mr. Kunzia. Mr. Delaney subsequently stated that the Sam Kaplan 
to whom he referred was a schoolteacher and that he had heard that 
Sam Kaplan and his wife Ruth Kaplan had been expelled from the 
Communist Party in late 1950 due to his wife sending out truth letters 
which criticized the leadership of the Communist Party of Philadelphia. 

Were you expelled from the Communist Party in late 1950 because 
of vour wife having sent out a truth letter criticizing the leadership 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kapxian. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds indi- 
cated earlier 

Mr. Kunzia. And the fact that you refuse to testify when we hit 
December 1950, has nothing to do with that question? 

Mr. Kaptan. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Kunziac. You refuse to answer as to whether you were a member 
of the Communist Party from December 1950 back before that time? 

Mr. Kapian. That is nght 

Mr. Kunzia. Where were you born? 

Mr. Kaptan. Norristown 

Mr. CLarpy. Witness, to pinpoint this a little more, do I under- 
stand then that on December 31, 1950, you are refusing to answer as 
to whether you were or were not a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kapitan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cirarpy. How about January 1, 1951, and I am speaking of 
the day. 

Mr. Kapian. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, what? 

Mr. Kaptan. I was not a member of the Communist Party. 


» 
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Mr. Cuarpy. But you will not answer as to the day previous? 

Mr. Kapuan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are getting me confused by the answer. On 
January 1, 1951, you are very positive you were not a member, but 
as to the day preceding that, you refuse to answer. 

Mr. Kapuan. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Thank you. 

Mr. KapLan. It is the way you put the question. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I appreciate it. I did not phrase it that way acci- 
dentally. 

Mr. Kapitan. I am not an English teacher for nothing. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was this a New Year’s resolution on that night? 

Mr. Kapuan. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Kaplan, in 1946, this committee is in possession 
of sworn testimony that vou were a member of branch forty, f-o-r-t-y, 

C of the central Philadelphia section of the Communist Party. 
Were you such a member? 

Mr. Kapitan. I refuse to answer that on the grounds given before. 

Mr. Kunzia. Were youl a member offthe Teachers’ Union in Phila- 
delphia, Local Number 556? 

[r. KapLANn. Will you repeat the question? 

Mr. Kunzia. Were you a member of the Teachers’ Union of Phila- 
delphia, Local No. 556? 

Mr. Kapnan. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. During what years were you a member? 

Mr. Kapitan. After I came out of the service. 

Mr. Kunzic. Which was roughly when? 

Mr. Kapuan. I came out of the service and back to Philadelphia 
the beginning of November. I did not start teaching immediately, 
so it was at the end of 1945. To the best of my knowledge, that is. 
It was toward the end of 1945 and perhaps at the beginning of 1946 

Mr. Kunazia. Until what year were you active? 

Mr. Kapian. Until the year that it went over into the State, 
county and municipal workers. 

Mr. Kunzic. This was the CIO group. Are vou still a member of 
the Teachers’ Union under its new name? 

Mr. Kapitan. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have been a member of this group consecutively 
from the date of 1945 until the present date, as it was local 556 and 
then became independent, I believe, in February 1953. They became 
an independent group. 

Mr. Kapitan. Whatever the time was. 

Mr. Kunzia. You are still a member? 

Mr. Kapuan. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you in 1949 a member of the executive board 
of the Teachers’ Union? 

(At this point Mr. Kaplan conferred with Mr. Sawyer.) 

Mr. Kapian. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzia. You were? 

Mr. Kapian. As far as I can remember I was. 

Mr. Kunzia. Tell us the dates, to the best of your memory, when 
you were a member of the executive board of the Teachers’ Union of 
Philadelphia. 
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Mr. Kapuan. It is hard to remember. From 1946 or 1947 or 1948 
or in that area. 

Mr. Kunzic. You became a member in 1945. Did you go on the 
executive board immediately the next year? 

Mr. Kaptan. No, I am trying to recall. It is possibly 1947 or 
possibly 1948. 

Mr. Kunziae. Until when? 

Mr. Kapian. Until the present. 

Mr. Kunzic. You are still a member of the executive board of the 
union? 

Mr. Kapitan. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. This committee is in possession of sworn testimony, 
Mr. Kaplan, that in 1950 you were an organizer of section 12 of the 
Communist Party, district 3, is that correct? 

f Mr. Kapian. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds given 
earlier. 

Mr. Kunzic. On May 17, 1950, did you hold a Communist Party 
fund drive in your home, attended by various school teachers from 
the city of Philadelphia? 

Mr. Kapuan. I refuse to answer that question, also on the same 
grrounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact that you were thrown out of the Com- 
munist Party because you criticized the Philadelphia leadership of the 
party in that Robert Klonsky, Edward Strong, and Benjamin Weiss 
were in hiding for their personal safety and you criticized the leader- 
ship for that fact, and they threw you out? 

Mr. Kapian. I refuse to answer that on the ground and for the 
reasons given. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Veuve. Do you have any questions, Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am a little at a loss to understand your refusal to 
answer that last question. Is it your position that by refusing to 
tell us the facts as to whether you were thrown out of the Communist 
Party you will in some way incriminate vourself? 

Mr. Kapian. Yes, sir 

Mr. CLarpy. You think that would be a violation of some law of 
the land because you might be prosecuted under it, the mere fact 
that you were thrown out of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Karan. Yes, si 

Mr. Cuarpy. You t sala what besides English? 

Mr. Kapian. English. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Just English? 

Mr. Kapian. Yes, just English 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, maybe that explains it 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Kaplan, I would like to ask you one more ques- 
tion. We have sworn testimony to the effect that December 17, 1949, 
at a meeting where a class was being held on Marxist theory and 
dialectical materialism, the question came up about your being a 
Communist teacher and your not agreeing with the manner in which 
the school was operated. 

We have testimony to the effect that there was a lengthy dis- 
cussion as to whether you should continue to follow your chosen 
profession or seek other employment and you did not agree with the 
way the schools were being operated. Is such a fact? 
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Mr. Kapian. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. This meeting was alleged to have been held at your 
own home. Do you recall the meeting on December 17, 1949, at 
your own home with Communist school teachers at the Communist 
Party meeting? 

Mr. Kapuan. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
given. 

Mr. Kunzic. No further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpe. I would like to make an announcement before we 
adjourn. 

The witness may be excused. 

The other witnesses who have been called and have not testified 
are continued. Their subpenas are continued until tomorrow morning 
at 10:30 o’clock when we will resume these hearings. 

Until that time, we will stand adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 4:21 p. m., the hearing was adjourned until 10:30 
a.m., of the following day.) 
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